Rije¢ Predsjednice

Dragi prijatelji,

U ime naseg Upravnog odbora Zelim zahvaliti svima Vama koji ste nam se
pridruzili o ovoj nasoj 90. obljetnici postojanja DrusStva “Hrvatska Zena, grana broj 1,
Chicago”. Ponosna sam $to mogu predstavljati 1 biti dio tako dobre udruge koja ima
tako veliCanstvenu povijest unutar naSe hrvatske zajednice. Dok smo se pripremali za
ovaj dogadaj i dok razmisljam o svim nasim postignu¢ima, jedna rije¢ mi iznova
dolazi u pamet, a to je zahvalnost!

Za toliko toga moramo biti zahvalni, poseblce za stalnu Zivost naseg DrusStva,
Za snagu Zena u ovoj nasoj zajednici, te snagu i nesebicnu predanost za dobro svih vas.
Ova svecanost je istinska proslava nase proslosti, sadasnjosti i budué¢nosti. To je prili-
ka odati poéast onima koji su pomogli osnivanje na§eg Drustva 1929. godine Prilika
je to za pr1znanje onih koji su gradili i ¢uvali naSe Drustvo, posebice 1 u najtezim
vremenima dok je Hrvatska sticala SVO]u neovisnost. Zelimo zahvaht1 svima koji su
proveli brojne sate 1 posvetili se pomaganju onih koji su u potrebi 1 koji su nas ucili da
budemo ponosni na svoju kulturu 1 tradiciju.

Vrijeme je 1 zaviriti u naSu buduc¢nost 1 uputiti se prema onima koji ¢e nam
pomo¢i zadrzati viziju nasih utemeljiteljica. lako smo dosta toga ucinili, moramo jo$
puno toga uciniti. Dok se osvréemo unatrag, nevjerovatno je vidjeti kako su se snovi
utemeljiteljica Drustva Hrvatska Zena obistinili. Njihovi ¢e snovi, kao i nasi, rasti sa-
mo uz aktivnu podrSku i naporan rad buduéih generacija.

U duhu proslave Zeljeli bismo zahvaliti svima vama koji ste u€inili ovo slavlje
nezaboravnim dogadajem. Posebno zahvaljujemo svim naSim gala sponzorima. Vasi
su doprinosi od neprocjenjive vaznosti za nasSe DruStvo 1 iskoristit ¢emo ih kako bi
pomogli potrebnima unutar naSe zajednice, u Sjedinjenim Drzavama 1 u Hrvatsko;j.
Takoder rije¢ velike zahvalnosti upu¢ujem nasem Odboru koji uvijek spremno i napor-
no radi kako bi pomogli drugima. Posebna hvala Odboru za proslavu 90. godisnjice!
Bilo je divno raditi sa svima vama 1 zaista sam uzbudena S§to vidim toliko novih ¢lan-
ica s novim 1 uzbudljivim idejama za naSu budu¢nost.

S ponosom smo §to smo svi zajedno ovdje kako bismo proslavili dostignu¢a u
proteklih 90 godina, priznajemo da ne bismo mogli ostvariti svoju misiju ,,Dobro je
¢initi dobro* bez svih vas. Radujemo se 1 nadamo u buduénosti zajedno s vama rasti,
raditi 1 napredovati!

Janice Subasi¢, Predsjednica



90th Anniversary Tribute — =
WELCOME

Dear Friends,

On behalf of our Board of Directors and our gala committee, I would like to thank
you for joining us as we commemorate 90 Years of Croatian Woman — Hrvatska Zena
Grana Broj 1 Chicago. I am proud to represent and be part of an organization that is so
committed and has so much history within our Croatian community. As we prepared for this
event [ found myself reflecting on all of our accomplishments and one word keeps coming
to mind over and over again - GRATITUDE.

We have so much to be grateful for. The continued vibrancy of our organization, the
strength of the women within our community and the passion and dedication of all of you.
This gala is a true celebration of our past, present, and future. It is an opportunity to honor
those who helped establish our organization in 1929. It is a chance to acknowledge those
who built our organization even during the most difficult times as Croatia gained its
independence. We would like to recognize all of you who spent numerous hours and
dedicated themselves to helping those in need and who taught us to take pride in our culture
and traditions. It is also a time to take a glimpse into our future and deliver a charge to
those who will help us sustain the vision of our founding members. As much as we have
accomplished, we have so much more to do. As we look back it is incredible that the dreams
of our founding members have come to fruition. Their dreams as well as ours will only
grow more with active support and hard work in the generations to come.

In the spirit of celebration, we would like to acknowledge each of you for making
this a memorable event for years to come. We extend a special thanks to all of our gala
sponsors. Your contributions are invaluable to our organization and will be used to expand
our reach to those in need within our community both in the United States and in Croatia. |
would also like to thank my board who is always willing to work hard to help others.
Special thanks to the gala committee. It was wonderful working with all of you and I am
excited to see so many new members with new and exciting ideas for our future.

It is with pride that we can all be here together to celebrate our accomplishments
over the past 90 years and recognize that we could not have delivered on our mission “It’S
good to do good” without all of you. We look forward to celebrating future
accomplishments as we grow and thrive.

Janice Subasic, President
Croatian Woman Branch #1 Chicago




Utemeljiteljice Hrvatske Zene: Sjedeéi: Agata Gjurak
Stoje¢i: Klara Skvorc, Vilma Strunjak, Barbara Balija
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GRANA BR. 1 CHICAGO



2019
Upravni odbor/Board of Directors
Drustva Hrvatska Zena grana br. 1, Chicago

Predsjednica/President Janice Subasié
Dopredsjednice/Vice-Presidents Suzana Pozek

Snjezana Sego
Tajnica/Secretary Vesna Mlinari¢
Zamjenica tajnice/ Assistant Secretary Antonia Stula
Blagajnica/Treasurer Kate Mulac
Zamjenica blagajnice/Assistant Treasurer Marija Romanovi¢
Nadzorni odbor/Auxiliary board Marija Lisnié

Iva Jakelja

Ankica Kikas

Predstavnice pri Zupama/Church representatives

v . .o .

Zupa Svetog Jeronima Marija Sentic
Ruza Sumera
Smilja Tosié

Zupa Bla¥enog Alojzija Stepinca Ruzica Bronzovié
Ruzica Lebinac
Dragica Tkalec
Zupa Srca Isusova Ana Vuci¢

Ankica Loncar



Odbori Drustva Hrvatska zena, grana br. 1, Chicago
Croatian Woman, Branch no. 1, Chicago Board of Directors

Osnovateljice 27. sijeénja 1929. godine:

Funding members, January 27, 1929:
Klara Skvorc

Agata burak

Vilma Strunjak

BarbaraBalija

MariaKaraci¢

Prvi Odbor 1929. godine:
First Committe, 1929:

Klara Skvorc, predsjednica
Agata burak, podpredsjednica
Ruza Cesar, tagjnica

Borislava Absac, blagajnica

1929

Maria Zuro predsjednica

Mathilda L udwig, podpredsjednica
Paulina Covi¢, tajnica

AnaKirin, blagajnica

Rozalia Kovacevi¢, pred. Nadzornog
odbora

Maria Devi¢, Zabavni odbor
AnaKirin, Zabavni odbor

1934

Marija Zuro predsednica

Katarina Pardus, podpredsjednica

Ivana Miculini¢, tajnica

VeraTopi¢, blagajnica

Rozalija Koren, predsjednica Nadzornog
odbora

Helen Covi¢, knjiznicarka

Dragica Welley, Pred. Zabavnog odbora

1949

VeraTopi¢, predgednica

Rozalia Kovacevi¢, podpredsiednica
Barbara Schoettler, tajnica
AnaKlepini AnaKirin, blagajnice
Marija Zuro poc¢asna predsjednica

1954

VeraTopi¢, predsednica

Marija Oreskovi¢, podpreds ednica
Barbara Schoettler, tajnica
AnaKlepin, blagajnica

Marija Zuro pocasna predsednica

1958
Marija Zuro, predsjednica
RosaliaKirin?

1964

Marija Zuro, predsiednica
Rosalia Kirin, potpredsednica
EvaJusik, tajnica

AnaKlepin, blagajnica

1969

Marija Zuro, predsjednica
Rosalia Kirin, potpredsednica
AnaKlepin, blagajnca

Predsednica Marija Zuro je umrla 1. veljace
1972.

Potpreds ednica Roza Kirin je umrla 14.
ozujka 1970.

1974

Roza V uksanovi¢, predsednica
Ivka Vukovi¢, potpredsjednica
Stefica Siveri¢, tgjnica
AnaKlepin, blagajnica

1984

Ljubica Ruzevi¢, predsednica
Filomina Bagari¢, potpredsjednica
Stefica Siveri¢, tgjnica
AnaKlepin, blagajnica

Jelka Somer, nadzorni odbor

Mila Grubisi¢, Nadzorni odbor
Danica Glavas, Zabavni odbor



1989

Zlatalvezi¢, predsiednica
Marijana Jelaca, podpredsjenica
Stefica Siveri¢, tanica

Marija Rukavina, Nadzorni odbor
Mila Grubisi¢, Nadzorni odbor

1994

Nevenka Jurkovi¢, predsednica
Marijana Jelaca, podpredsjenica

Marica Tomaci¢, druga podpreds ednica
Milica Trutin, Prvatanica

Danica Cuvalo, drugatajnica

Dubravka Boricevi¢, trecatajnica

Mary Rose Rukavina, glavnarizni¢arka
Zdenka Barun, Mila Grubi&i¢, AnaVuci¢,
rizni¢arke

Filmina Bagari¢, Nadzorni odbor

Marica Obradovi¢, Nadzorni odbor

Ruza Sumera, Nadzorni odbor

ProSireni odbor: Ana Armi¢, JelicaLoncar i
Nina Perovi¢.

1999.

Nevenka Jurkovi¢, predsednica
Stoja Kosir, podpredsjenica
MarijaLjubi¢, druga podpreds ednica
Danica Cuvalo, tgjnica

Antonija MiSeti¢, zamj. tajnice
Zdenka Barun, blagajnica

Iva Jakelja, Nadzorni odbor

Kata Hrka¢, Nadzorni odbor

Kate Mulac, Nadzorni odbor

Nina Perovi¢, Nadzorni odbor

2004.

Nevenka Jurkovi¢, predsednica
Stoja Kosir, podpredsjenica
VesnaMlinari¢, tajnica

Snjezana Sego, zam;. tajnice
Zdenka Barun, blagajnica

Kate Mulac, Nadzorni odbor
KaticaKosi¢, Nadzorni odbor
Dragica Rudman, Nadzorni odbor

2009.

Nevenka Jurkovi¢, predsednica
Stoja Kosir, podpredsjednica
Iva Jakelja, podpredsjednica
VesnaMlinari¢, tajnica
Janice Subasi¢, zamj. tajnice
Snjezana Sego, blagajnica
OlgaPulji¢, zamj. blagajnice
MarijaLisni¢, Nadzorni odbor
Katica Kosi¢, Nadzorni odbor
Anka Zolo, Nadzorni odbor

2014.

Nevenka Jurkovi¢, predsiednica
Stoja Kosir, podpredsjednica
Janice Subasi¢, druga podpredsjednica
VesnaMlinari¢, tgjnica

Suzana Pozek, zamj. tajnice

Kate Mulac, blagajnica

Mare Romanovi¢, zamj. Blagajnice
MarijaLisni¢, Nadzorni odbor
Katica Kosi¢, Nadzorni odbor
Nena Gadpari¢, Nadzorni odbor
Mirjana Rasi¢, Nadzorni odbor

2019.

Janice Subasi¢, predgednica
Susana Pozek podpredsjednica
Snjezana Sego, podpredsjednica
VesnaMlinari¢, tajnica

Antonia Stula, zamj. tajnice

Kate Mulac, blagajnica

Mare Romanovi¢, zamj. Blagajnice
MarijaLisni¢, Nadzorni odbor

Iva Jakelja, Nadzorni odbor
AnkicaKikas, Nadzorni odbor
Nevenka Jurkovi¢, poc¢asna predgednica



Babich Annamaria
Baji¢ Ana
Barisi¢ Sylvia
Barsano Anka
Bartoli¢ Mira
Barun Zdenka
Batini¢ Visnja
Basi¢ Ankica
Bebek Ana
Becich Maria
Becich Sanders Kathy
Belan Ljubica
Biloni¢ Milenka
Blagdan Helen
Boricevi¢ Dubravka
Bosnjak Zlata
Bronzovi¢ Kathy
Bronzovi¢ Ruzica
Budimir Ivanka
Budimir J. Sanja
Busljeta Neda
Buti¢ Marijana
Cabo Ana

Cabo Marie
Cooper Mara
Cosi¢ Sandra
Cosi¢ Vera
Cuvalo Danica
CuvaloNada
Cveteti¢ Marica
Dali¢ Diana
DeMaio Maria
Dervi¢ Ivka
DosSen Ana
Dosen Dorothy
Dugandzi¢ Maja
Elia Maria
Espinosa Monica
Filby Ana
Fohran Meri
Georgelos Susan
Goreta Marija

CLANICE

2019.

“Drustva Hrvatska Zena grana broj 1, Chicago”

Govi¢ Vesna
Grbavac Dijana
Grbavac Elizabeta
Grbavac Jelena
Grbavac Ruza
Grubisi¢ Marija
Grubisi¢ Mila
Hosti¢ka Ana
Hrka¢ Kata
Hrka¢ Nevenka
Hrvojevi¢ Janja
Hrvojevi¢ Roze
I1i¢ Bozana
Ivelji¢ Kata
Jakelja Iva

Jovi¢ Ana
Jugovi¢ Maria
Jur¢ev Myrna
Jureta Vesna
Juri¢ Maja
Jurkovic Meghan
Jurkovi¢ Kristina
Jurkovi¢ Nevenka
Jurkovi¢ Zlata
Jurkovi¢ Ivona
Kalabich Maria
KalSan Maria
Karaci¢ Dr. Tereza
Katalini¢ Nevena
Kaufman Dr. Vlasta
Kika$ Ankica
Kilroy Christine
Kirin¢i¢ Davorka
Knezovi¢ Marija
Knezevi¢ Angelka
Kosi¢ Katica
Kosi¢ Marija
Kosir Anita

Kosir Jacqueline
Kosir Stojka
Kozul Zita
Kraljevi¢ Jennifer



KuSecek Mary
Kuzmanovi¢ Ivanka
Landa Matija
Lebinac Ana
Lebinac Ruzica
LeSina Matija
Lisni¢ Milenka
Lis$ni¢ Milica
Lisnich Marija
Lisnich Angie
Lisnich Milka
Lonc¢ar Nada
Lonc¢arAnkica
Lonc¢ar Gordana
Lovrinovi¢ Ljubica
Lukin Maryann
Maji¢ Maria
Mandac Kristina
Maras Marcia
Marasco Marge
Marcus Julie
Marijan Sandra
Markoti¢ Maca
Markoti¢ Zorica
Marusi¢ Antonia
Marusi¢ Vesna
Masina Sandra
Metzger Tina
Mihali¢ Ivana
Mihovilovich Ivanka
Miji¢ Jadranka
Miklaj Anna
Mileti¢ Ruzica
Milkovi¢ Maja
Milkovi¢ Marija
Miseti¢ Antonia
Mlinarich Danica
Mlinarich Vesna
Mori¢ Marija
Mulac Kate
Nichols Nicole
Obradovi¢ Marija
Pasi¢ Maria
Pavi¢ Dragica
Pavi¢ Vera
Pavlakovi¢ Marica
Pavljasevi¢ Ariel
Pavljasevi¢ Iva

Pavljasevi¢ Martina
Pehar Ankica
Penavi¢ Frida
Peljusi¢ Patricia
Peri¢ Brigita
Perkovi¢ Nancy
Perovic Nancy
Pervan Slavka
Pesce Christine
Petrusi¢ Erin
Popovi¢ Nada
Povrzrni¢ Darinka
Pozek Suzana
Praljak Vesna
Pranji¢ Zlata
Protega Zorica
Prsa Nada

Pudar Jaka

Pudar Sandy
Pulji¢ Mara
Pulji¢ Olga
Pulji¢ Sima
Punda Sandra
Radman Violet
Randall Kristina
Rasi¢ Mirjana
Repass Amanda
Repass Erika
Repass Zrinka
Ring Rosa
Romanovi¢ Marija
Roy Marieanne
Rudman Dragica
Rukavina Mirella
Runac Milena
Scalise Mary
Sego Luca

Sego Snjezana
Senti¢ Maria
Sewers Vesna
Simandl Nevenka
Skifi¢ Daniella
Skukan Mandica
Soldo Olga

Sredl Ana Marie
Sredl Katherine
Strbich Mary
Stula Antonia



Subasi¢ Janice
Suchec Ljubica
Sumera Anette
Sumera Ruza
Super Ana

Super Mary
Tkalec Dragica
Toki¢ Mary
Toki¢ Mary
Tomaci¢ Lura
Tomaci¢ Marica
Tosi¢ Angela
ToSi¢ Mariana
Tosi¢ Smilja
Uremovi¢ Ankica
Varak Mary
Vasilj Adriana
Vasilj Alenka
Vasilj Ana Maria

Vasilj Nada

Vuci¢ Ana

Vuyjasin Mary
Vujica Slavica
Vuyjica Valerie
Vuk Zora

Vurusi¢ Katica
Weaver Luca
Yunevich Karen
Zakarija Ana Maria
Zakarija Liliana
Zaper Niki

Zaki¢ Theresa
Zaper Ankica
Zaper Music Michella
Zekan Mary

Znika Marina

Zolo Anka



U sjec¢anje na pokojne ¢lanice

In memory of our deceased members 2014-2019

+ Nevenka Mulc (2014.)
+ Sofija Pastuovich (2014.)
+ Rezika Miklaj (2014.)
+ Marija Dosen (2019.)
+ Marie Maras (2017.)
+ Marie McGuckin (2016.)
+ Dragica Pozek (2015.)
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In loving memory of our
dear friend, member
and long-standing
board member

Marie Culjak-McGuckin
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ZAHVALNO SJECANJE NA

+ Dragicu Pandek
1949. — 2019.

Prvu predsjednicu DruStva Hrvatska Zena,
obnovljenog 1990. godine u Zagrebu.

Samostan Svete Klare u Zagrebu, na Kaptolu, gdje je odrzana sjednica za obnovu
drustva “Hrvatska zena” u domovini. Inicijativni odbor za obnovu Drustva:

Ankica Slancek, Slavonski Brod

Zlata Ivezié, predsjednica drustva Hrvatska zena Chicago 1 inicijator sjednice za
obnovu drustva u Hrvatskoj.

Dragica Pandek, Sesvete, Zagreb

Dr. Ruzica Cavar, Zagreb, predsjednica “ Hrvatskog pokreta za zivot™.

Mira Besli¢, Petrinja.




Povijest drustva “Hrvatska zena, grana broj 1 — Chicago“
1929. - 2019.

Drustvo ,,Hrvatska zena“ osnovano je davne 1921. godine u Zagrebu s dobrotvornim
ciljem ,,pomaganja hrvatskoj sirotinji, katolickom zwlju te dobrim Hrvaticama bez imetka“.
Njen osnutak je vezan za cijeli jedan pokret koji seze u srednjl vijek, a posebice u XIX.
stolje¢e kada su osnivane mnoge zaklade, bratovStine i udruzenja s ciljem pomaganja
nevoljnima. Ni Hrvati, niti njihova drustva, u tome ne bijahu iznimka. Nakon Prvog svjetskog
rata i stvaranjem Kraljevine, a kao rekacija na velikosrpske ideje i ugrozenost opstojnosti
hrvatskog naroda, osnivanju se razli¢ita drustva. Tako su zene ukljucene u Radiéevu stranku
osnovale drustvo pod nazivom ,Hrvatsko srce®, a osnivaju se 1 mnoga tzv. Gospojinska
drustva s istim ciljem. Upravo ta druStva bila su pretece osnivanju drustva “ Hrvatska zena®.

Drustvo “Hrvatska Zena* je osnovala Marija Kumici¢, a za prvu voditeljicu DruStva
izabrana je gospoda Zora pl. Trnski, a njene potpredsjenice bijahu Ivka barunica Ozegovic i
gospoda Marija Kumici¢. Sama imena ovih di¢nih Zena govore o ozbiljnosti pothvata, te o
njegovu kulturnom utemeljenju. U prilog njihovoj ozbiljnosti i odgovornosti spram onih koji
pate, a koji su istog roda, govori i Cinjenica kako su uskoro nakon osnivanja Drustva
organizirani ogranci diljem Hrvatske: u Petrinji (srpanj, 1921.) u Osijeku (srpanj, 1921.), u
Pozegi (1921.), u Karlovcu (rujan 1921.), u Jastrebarskom (1922.), te Sisku, Daruvaru, Brodu
na Savi, Gospicu, Ogulinu, Vukovaru i drugim gradovima Sirom Hrvatske.

Bijase to od samog pocetka snazno organizirano Drustvo s jasnim ciljevima na kulturnom i
humanom polju. Njihova dobrota seze daleko, za njih se ¢uje od mnogih , a njihova ljubav
nalazi korijena i daleko od domovine, gdje god zive Hrvati. Njihvo rad najbolje je izrazen ve¢
na samom pocetku u Pravilu Drustva kojeg su izradile gospode Slava Furst i Julka Patriarch,
a koje je odobreno 21. svibnja 1921. U njemu se istice:

"Zadatak je drustva da goji medu hrvatskim zenama smisao za drustvenost, koja ¢e radati
inicijativom 1 akcijom na nacionalnom 1 feministickom polju, na polju covjecnosti,
prosvje¢ivanja, morala, narodnog zdravlja, druStvenosti i privrede." Da bi Zene $to bolje ost-
varile ove zadane ciljeve odmah su osnovani odsjeci, prosvjetni, feministicki, privredni i soci-
jalni. Pjesnicki te ciljeve skladno spjeva Josipa pl. Glembay u Osijeku 1922:

"Za dom svoj Zivi, pati i radi

Sloga Hrvata nam je spas

Doc¢i ée i vama sretni dani

Zapjevajmo u sav glas

‘Ljubit slobodu, a mrzit zlo

Hrvatske Zene geslo jeto""

Njihova zar i i ljubav prema svom narodu vodila ih je k aktivnostima na svim poljima te
dovela Drustvo u sukob s vlastima. Ve¢ dvadesetih godina u srpskoj monarhiji Drustvo je bilo
zabranjivano zbog "nacionalistickog i separatistickog djelovanja". Zbog pozivanja istaknutih
hrvatskih javnih djelatnika na skup obiljeZavanja imendana dr. Starcevica i Radi¢a na koji se
odazvalo oko 1000 ljudi, drzava je 12. lipnja 1922. zabranila druStvo "Hrvatska zena". Goto-
vo isti tjedan slicna sudbina se dogodila 1 drustvu u Karlovcu. Ove zabrane su bile kratkotra-
jne. Iako je Drustvo u svim gradovima zbog svog izrazitog domoljublja bilo kaznjavano i za-
branjivano, ono je dvadesetih i tridesetih godina ipak odlu¢no nastavljalo svoj rad. Njegov
konacni slom i zavrSetak rada dogadja se u vrijeme NDH-a, kada je zakonskom odredbom
drzave NDH-a 5. svibnja 1943. godine "Drustvo Hrvatska zena" nakon pune 22 godine
"dobrotvornog, kulturno-prosvjetnog i rodoljubnog rada" prestalo djelovati. Oduzete su sve
prostorije u mati¢noj kuci koja se nalazila u Pataci¢kinovoj ulici broj 1a.



Drustvo "Hrvatska Zena' u Americi

Ve¢ nekoliko godina nakon osnivanja DruStva u Zagrebu, 27. sijecnja 1929. godine,
utemeljeno je Drustvo "Hrvatska Zena, Grana br. 1 - Chicago". Pocetak je bio uistinu zanim-
ljiv, a kada govorimo o povijesnom pregledu nastanka socijalnih, humanitarnih, pa i
politickih ustanova, onda svakako moramo priznati da je to uvijek djelo pojedinaca koji su
imali jasnije vizije, ciljeve i poglede od drugih. Takvu jednu viziju imase gospoda Agata
Djurak kada se sa svojom kéeri Vilmom Strunjak obratila vI¢. Inocentu Bojani¢u, o. domini-
kancu iz Hrvatske Zupe Presvetog Trojstva u Chicagu. Izrazile su mu Zelju za osnivanjem
drustva koje bi se bavilo kulturnim i humanitarnim radom. VI¢. Bojani¢ im izlazi u susret
dajuc¢i im svesrdnu podrsku Uskoro dolazi do prvog inicijativnog susreta s kojeg je vrijedno
zabiljeziti slijede¢a imena: Klara Skvorc, Barbara Balija, Rozalija Kovagevié-Kirin, Rozalija
Sedar-Vuksanovi¢, Frances Frkonja, Mary Karaci¢, Borislava Absac, Ruza Cesar, Magdale-
na Guldenpfening. DruStvu su dale ime "Hrvatska Zena, grana br. 1 - Chicago". Za prvu
predsjednicu su izabrale gospodu Klaru Skvorc. Ve¢ na samom pocetku Inicijativni Odbor je
odredio svrhu i ciljeve drustva: "djelovati na kulturnom i humanitarnom polju i ujedno upoz-
nati Amerikance i strance s Hrvatskom i1 njenom kulturom." I od pocetka, ¢lanice ovog vri-
jednog Drustva pocele su ostvarivati upravo taj odredeni cilj. Organizirale su brojne izloZbe i
zabave te nastupale u svim aktivnostima koje su Hrvati Chicaga pripremali. Njihova ak-
tivnost uskoro prelazi granice grada Chicaga te dolazi do osnivanja jos 26 grana diljem
Amerike. Ve¢ na pocetku, Drustvo je legalizirano dobivsi drzavnu dozvolu i svoju povelju
(charter).

Tridesetih godina 1 posebica Cetrdesetih godina u vrijeme rata, Drustvo pomaze Crveni
kriz 1 vojnike - kako americke tako i1 hrvatske. Pomazu lokalne bolnice, Salju vojnicima pake-
te 1 upla¢uju novac u zajedni¢ke fondove osnovane u tijeku II. svjetskog rata. Domovinu
Hrvatsku takodjer pomazu u vrijeme ratnih nedaéa, te $alju pakete pomo¢i u daleku i dragu
domovinu. Po zavrSetku rata i i tijekom masovnog stradanja u domovini i patnje hrvatskog
naroda u izbjeglistvu, Hrvatska zena slala je pomo¢ hrvatskim izbjeglicama i sirotinji u log-
ore diljem Europe i Juzne Amerike.

StiSavanjem poratnih nedaca, DrusStvo se vraca kulturnom radu, te pomaze hrvatske stu-
dente, posebice na Duquesne University, kako bi $to bolje naucili pjevati hrvatske pjesme i
svirati tamburicu i na takav jedinstven nacin promicati hrvatsku kulturnu bastinu. Upravo
takvim radom one su uspjele dvije objektivno razli¢ite kulture; americku 1 hrvatsku stalno
sjedinjavati 1 priblizavati jednu drugoj. Mlade generacije Hrvata upravo su po tim ak-
tivnostima naucile biti jedno, iako su trajno obiljezeni dvjema kulturama. Kao ilustracija toga
moZe nam posluziti pjesma koju napisa jos 1922. prva predsjednica Drustva Klara Skvorc:

"Ja sam rodjen Amerikanac,

Ali ipak nisam Indijanac.

Moja me je majka naucila,

da mi je mila jo$ jedna domovina.
Prva mila domovina moja,

Jeste zemlja Georga Washingtona,
A to mi je i ponos i dika,

Jer se zove Slavna Amerika.

A druga je domovina mila

Gdje se Otac i Majka rodila,

A to vam je ona gruda sveta
Hrvatska nam na tisuce ljeta.

| zato se ja ponosim s tim



Jer sam, Hrvatske majke sin.
Zjvila nasa Amerika!
Zivila nasa Hrvatska!"

Pedesetih, Sezdesetih pa i sedamdesetih godina, kada su domovinu (iako nedostupnu u
komunizmu) snasle elementarne nepogode, poplave i potresi, Drustvo ponovno $alje novéanu
pomo¢ kao 1 pomo¢ u hrani i lijekovima. Tih godina su i mnogi hrvatski misionari posli
diljem svijeta navjestajuci krs¢ansku ljubav. Njihov zivot precesto bijase bijeda i neimastina.
Hrvatska Zena se brine i za njih, te im Salje pomoc kao i hrvatskim Zupama, Skolama, te
obiteljima hrvatskih robijasa diljem svijeta.

Aktivnosti Drustva u novije vrijeme

Drustvo "Hrvatska Zena, grana broj 1" ponaosob je vrlo aktivno u hrvatskoj zajednici gra-
da Chicaga u posljednjih 30 godina. Njezina socijalna, humanitarna, kulturna, prosvjetna i
nacionalna aktivnost zaista je veliCanstvena. Spomenuti ¢emo ovdje samo jedan mali dio ve-
likih aktivnosti. Vec 1988. Drustvo pruza pomo¢ hrvatskim knjizevnicima u domovini kao i
hrvatskim rodoljubima i aktivistima na raznim poljima djelovanja, diljem svijeta. Njihova
pomo¢ karitativnim udrugama nastavak je tradicije 1 karizme koju Drustvo njeguje od pocet-
ka. Ve¢ tada, dok je komunizam jos bio snazan u Domovini, oni potpomazu hrvatske pro-
ducente u nastajanju filmskih zapisa o tragediji nacije u zadnjih 50 godina. Isto tako pomazu
se 1 hrvatski zatvorenici u ameri¢kim zatvorima.

1989. godine Drustvo slavi svoju 60. obljetnicu postojanja. Tom prigodom iz Domovine
dolazi poznata lijeCnica dr. Ruzica Cavar, borac za ljudska prava Hrvata, posebice na
medicinskom polju. Njezina nazo¢nost na ovoj obljetnici i govor o neizbjeznim demo-
kratskim promjenama u Domovini motiviralo je mnoge Hrvatice grada Chicaga da pristupe
Drustvu. Njezina nazocnost je zasluzna da se broj ¢lanica penje na divnih dvije stotine.

Dolaskom godine 1989., a to znaci 1 godina uoc€i stvaranja hrvatske drzave, "Hrvatska
zena" se aktivno ukljucuje u pomo¢ i nastojanje da se snovi povijesti Sto lakSe ostvare. Tako
ve¢ na pocetku materijalno pomazu dr. Franju Tudmana, buduéeg hrvatskog predsjednika, te
ostale aktivne javne djelatnike u Hrvatskoj i1 svijetu ¢ija imena su obi¢no bila pisana crnim
slovima, a druzenje s njima bilo vise nego opasno.

Pocetkom devedesetih

Prijelomne 1990. godine novije hrvatske povijesti, Drustvo izgraduje jace veze s do-
movinom te svojim prilozima podupire i Crkvu i drzavu na putu k slobodi, neovisnosti i
buduénosti. lako domovina zove i treba pomo¢ "Hrvatska zena" nastavlja pomagate pojedince
i obitelji u njihovim ¢esto hitnim slu¢ajevima. Tako se pomazu oboljela i slijepa djeca itd. U
ljeto 1990. godine u Hrvatsku putuju predsjednica Drustva, gospoda Zlata Ivezi¢, tajnica Mil-
ica Trutin i rizniCarka Nevenka Jurkovi¢. I nakon pune 43. godine u srediSnjem hrvatskom
gradu, Zagrebu, osnivaju inicijativni Odbor Hrvatske Zene u Domovini. Ovo su prva nastojan-
jaikoraci povratka na izvore.

U jesen iste godine "Hrvatska Zena" po prvi put odrzava Modnu Reviju koja postaje tradi-
cionalna jesenska manifestacija Drustva. Ovom revijom Drustvo prikuplja znatna materijalna
sredstva koja onda odmah upucuje u domovinu. Mjesec listopad 1990. posebice je vazan u
povijesti Drustva "Hrvatska Zena grana broj 1, Chicago". Naime tada, 25. listopada 1990.
predsjednica Drustva, gospoda Zlata Ivezi¢ odlazi na osnivacku skupstinu Hrvatske Zene u
Zagrebu i nosi im znakoviti povijesni dar neizbrisive povezanosti:

- izvorni barjak "Hrvatske Zene"

- grb "Hrvatske Zene"

- 2,000 dolara pomoci za pocetak rada.

Iste godine pomazu se i stradali rudari u rudniku Tuzla, te sredisSnji katolicki Karitas u Za-




grebu. Godina 1990. je vazna ne samo za ostvarenje povijesnog sna o drzavnosti Hrvata, ne-
go i za buduénost samog Drustva "Hrvatska zena". Naime te godine sastaje se Uprava drust-
va i svi Clanovi druStva kako bi izglasali ciljeve i zada¢e rada ovog Drustva. Njihova vizija
ukratko obuhvaca slijedece:

* skupljanje humanitarne pomo¢i i rad na pripremanju kontejnera za Hrvatsku

* slanje pisama raznim ustanovama

* prodaja kolaca i1 hrvatskih umjetnina s ciljem prikupljanja sredstava

* organiziranje javne molitve krunice i medugorskih molitvenih skupina

* prikupljanje financijskih sredstava

* organizacija dobrotvornih banketa

* prodaja maslinovih grancica s crveno-bijelo-plavom trakom na Cvjetnicu u hrvatskim
zupama grada Chicaga

* organiziranje godiSnje modne revije (Fashion Show)

Ve¢ u proljece 1991. godine kada domovina zapada u politicko-ustavne, drzavotvorne i
regionalne krize, Drustvo prepoznaje potrebe naroda i éalje prvi kontejner pomoc’i u do-
movinu. To je ujedno pocetak sveobuhvatne pomoc¢i koje ¢e Drustvo slati u vise od 100
kontejnera 1 VrljeanStl vise od 10 milijuna ameri¢kih dolara. Zene, ¢lanice Drustva razvijaju
svoje aktivnosti i traze nove nacine kako bi, iako daleko, bile blizu onima koji pate. Kao plod
takva razmiSljanja one na Cvjetnicu 1990. godine po prvi put prodaju znakove mira-
maslinove granicice u svim hrvatskim Zupama grada Chicaga. Od tada do danas to ostaje
vrlo draga i plodonosna tradicija. Iste godine kada se mnogi prilozi Hrvata Amerike slijevaju
u Hrvatski nacionalni fond i “Hrvatska Zzena” ne izostaje, nego ve¢ na pocetku daruje tom
fondu u Chicagu 15,000 americkih dolara. U isto Vrijeme Salju pomo¢ od 5,000 dolara za li-
jekove u Hrvatsku te 10, 000 dolara za stradale u ve¢ zapoCetom ratu.

Kao §to sam spomenuo na pocetku, njihova aktivnost nije samo humanitarna. Zene su ak-
tivno sudjelovale 1 dizale svoj glas u borbi protiv rata, nasilja i jednostranosti americkih i eu-
ropskih drzavnih kabineta. Tako Drustvo odrzava molitvu bdijenja sa svijeCama ispred
gradske vijeénice u Chicagu, organizira demonstracije, Salje na tisu¢e pisama ameri¢kim
kongresmenima u Washigton, D.C., skuplja peticije za priznavanje Hrvatske drzave itd.

Valja spomenuti aktivno sudjelovanje i svih hrvatskih Zupa grada Chicaga u svim hvale
vrijednim pothvatima Hrvatske Zene. Zupe su pomagale na razli¢ite nacine sve akcije, ustu-
pajuci uvijek svoje prostorije, utjecaj i tradiciju.

Godine 1992. preds_]edmcom drustva postaje gospoda Nevenka Jurkovi¢. Aktivnosti se
nastavljaju i mnoze. Pomaze se izdanju knjige prof P. Cohena o stradanju Zidova u Srbiji,
kupovini medicinskih aparata, pojedinacne pomo¢i hrvatskim ratnim invalidima i stradalnici-
ma rata. Zbog sve vecih takvih potreba Drustvo organizira banket u ozujku 1992. ¢iji prihod
je i18ao za pomo¢ hrvatskim invalidima, a ve¢ u travnju za pomo¢ hrvatskoj ratnoj sirocadi.
Prepoznajuci opasnosti Istoka u Slavoniji 1 prepolovaljavanja Istocne Hrvatske Drustvo Salje
pomo¢ gradu Osijeku od 4, 500 dolara. U toj godini gotovo svaki mjesec DrusStvo organizira
humanitarne bankete za pomo¢ domovini, kao 1 za pomo¢ pri placanju kontejnera kO_]l sve
des¢e odlaze put Hrvatske. Zeleéi i na pOllthkOJ sceni uciniti $to vise Drustvo pomaze pri
dolasku uglednog americkog Senatora D'Amata u Hrvatski kulturni centar-Chicago. Sve
ucestalije ¢lanice Drustva prodajom kolaca poslije svetih misa u hrvatskim Zupama, pokusav-
aju puniti fond koji pomaze i obnavlja domovinu.

Ve¢ pocetkom godine 1993. kada je najavljeno da se pocima s obnovom tek kupljenog
prvog hrvatskog veleposlanstva na americkom tlu, Drustvo Salje svoj doprinos. U ozujku na-
kon stizanja uzasnih vijesti iz karlovackog kraja, "Hrvatska Zena" Salje pomo¢ karlovackoj
bolnici (10,000 dolara), a u mjesecu lipnju odrzava banket za zrtve silovanja i tom prigodom
iz domovine pozivaju gospodu Jadranku Cigelj, jednu od prezivjelih iz pakla srpskih logora.



U istom mjesecu predsjednica Drustva, gospoda Jurkovi¢ 1 dopredsjednica Marica Tomacié¢
odlaze u Zagreb na Prvi hrvatski “Sabor Hrvatske zene”. Tim ¢inom povijest se ponavlja i
tako dokazuje da su svi napori kroz 70 godina Drustva "Hrvatska Zena grana br. 1-Chicago"
uistinu bili prorocki s ciljem povratka na korijene i ognjista §to se ovim ¢inom 1 ostvarilo. U
isto vrijeme ispred hrvatske Zzupe Presvetog Trojstva u Chicagu odrzava se molitvo bdijenje
za uspjeh navednog Sabora u Zagrebu.

Svjesni kako je vazna informacija i kako €esto u novije vrijeme mediji, a ne ratnici
stvaraju povijest, Clanice Salju prilog Hrvatskom informativnom centru u Zagrebu. U mjesecu
studenom DruStvo organizira do¢ek znamenitog Hrvatskog narodnog kazalista iz Zagreba

Drustvo poziva u Chlcago gospodu Katu Solji¢, hrvatsku majku koja je u Vukovaru izgu-
bila 4 sina. Izuzetni naporl su ucinjeni 1 na pomo¢i koja se slala tek novosonovanim po-
druznicama "Hrvatske Zene" u domovini.

Godina 1994. pocima uistinu svecano. Tako 5. veljace, DruStvo proslavlja plemenitih 65
godina svoga postojanja. Svecanost pocinje radnim sastankom u Hrvatskom etnickom institu-
tu u Chicagu (Drexel Blvd.), nastavlja se sveCanom svetom misom u zupi sv. Jeronima, te
zavrSava banketom u dvorani zupe sv. Jeronima. Tom prigodom DrusStvo poziva sve pred-
stavnike hrvatskih Zupa i ustanova grada Chicaga te mnoge ugledne goste:

Dragica Pandek - predsjednica Hrvatske Zene 1z Zagreba.

Mario Nobilo - veleposlanik Republike Hrvatske pri UN-New York.

Gordana Turi¢ - zastupnica Hrvatskog Sabora iz Zagreba

Anthony Petrusic - predsjednik Hrvatske katolicke zajednice za Ameriku i Kanadu

Anthony Beric - predsjednik AMCRO - New York

Snjezana Franetovi¢ - "Hrvatska zena grana br. 32 - Detroit"

Pola Majdak - "Hrvatska Zena Grana br. 3 - Milwaukee"

Jasminka Corluka "Hrvatska ena - Montreal"

Brothers Rigis i sestra Dora, Salvatorian Mission House, iz New Holstin - Wisconsin

Tom posebnom prigodom izdana je i vrlo dobro uredena spomen knjiga "65. obljetnica
Drustva Hrvatska Zena - grana br. 1- Chicago". Valja ne zaboraviti da je Drustvo takoder do
sada tiskalo spomen knjige o 45., 50., 55., 1 60. obljetnici postojanja.

Nakon toga nizu se aktivnosti koje obuhvacaju sudjelovanja na hrvatskim svjetskim sabo-
rovanjima u Clevelandu i Zagrebu, sudjelovanje na hrvatsko-americkom Kongresu u Chicagu,
suorganiziranje banketa "Akcija za Zivot", proslave dana drzavnosti, itd. U ljeto 1994.
Drustvo organizira izlozbu hrvatske kulturne bastine u State Building u sredistu Chicaga.

Godine 1995. gost Drustva iz Domovine je gospodin Damir Plavsi¢, predsjednik studenata
HVIDRA-e, te tom prigodom Drustvo pomaZze ratne invalide s darom od 25,000 dolara. U
ljeto te godine, ponovno pomazu Akciju za Zivot, a u mjesecu listopadu modnu reviju ¢ine
drugacijom 1 neuobiCajenom predstavljuju¢i narodne nosSnje iz hrvatskih pokrajina. Isti
mjesec, svjesni kulturocida pocinjena na hrvatskom jugu, Drustvo organizira dobortvorni
rucak za pomo¢ franjevackom samostanu u Konavlima (5,000 dolara). Takoder Drustvo pred-
stavlja 1 promovira film "Vukovar se vrac¢a kuci." Pomaze se i radu na promociji hrvatskih
interesa, te u tu svrhu Drustvo daje potporu ($8,000) hrvatsko-americkoj udruzi.

Svjesni da je rat zavrSio "Hrvatske zene" se spremno odazivlju potrebama na svim po-
dru¢jima zivota. Valja svakako, ponajvise ovdje naglasiti, kako je u vrijeme ratnih stradanja
od 1992. do 1996. Drustvo poslalo preko 100 kontejnera pomoc¢i vrijednih preko 10 milijuna
americkih dolara. Veliku ljubav u otpremanju kontejnera i organizaciji pomo¢i darovale su
gospode Milica Trutin i Nina Perovi¢. U tome su obilato pomagali i mnogi drugi medu koji-
ma valja spomenuti Hrvatsku katoli¢ku zajednicu, Salvatorian Mission House iz Wisconsina i
dr. Sve Hrvatske Zupe grada Chicaga su vrlo aktivno sudjelovale u ovom projektu. Stoga, radi
povijesti i ljubavi, vrijedno je zapamtiti da je Drustvo pomagalo cijelu Domovinu. Imena



mijesta to najbolje potvrd uju: Zagreb, Rijeka, Mostar, Zadar, Sibenik, Vrlika, Ljubugki,
Klostar Ivani¢, Sinj, Osijek, Djakovo, Imotski, Karlovac, Vinkovci, Poljica kod Omisa,
Sestanovac-Katuni, Posusje, Split, Siroki Brljeg, Makarska, Dubrovnik, Slavonski Brod,
Vrgorac, Tomlslavgrad Gabela Polje-Metkovi¢ i Capljma te pojedinci 1 skupine iz svih kra-
jeva Hrvatske 1 Bosne 1 Hercegovine. Osim toga Drustvo je pomagalo i mnoge americke so-
cijalne ustanove kao npr. Mercy Home, Children Memorial Hospital, American Red Cross,
Misericordia Home i dr.

Slijedec¢e godine 1996. Drustvo organizira u Hrvatskom centru svec¢ani banket u povodu
67. obl_]etmce svoga postojanja, te cjelokupan doprinos salje hrvatskim politickim zat-
vorenicima u Americi. Kroz cijelu ovu godinu ¢lanice svojim neumornim radom pomazu
razne ustanove u domovini, koje ukljucuju crkve, karitase, ogranke "Hrvatske Zene", centre
za djecu 1 mladeZ i mnoge druge. U myjesecu svibnju aktivnost je izraZzena i u organiziranju
izlozbe djecjih radova na temu "Djeca Rata - Children of War" koja je odrzana na DePaul
University u Chicagu. U mjesecu listopadu odrzana je tradicionalna modna revija. Prihod s
ovog skupa poslan je Domu Dubrava koji se brine za osposobljavanje djece 1 mladezi s tjele-
snim oS$tecenjima (25, 000 dolara) te Hrvatskom Kulturnom centru - Vukovar u izgradnji
(4,000 dolara).

Iste aktivnosti se nastavljaju i 1997. gdje posebice treba istaknuti 68. godisnji banket
Drustva s osobitim gostima ¢ija nazo¢nost je uvelike doprinijela dostojanstvenu obiljezavaju
Casne proslosti "Hrvatske Zene". Medu mnogima, spomenuti ¢emo samo one iz domovine:

sarajevski nadbiskup Vinko kardinal Pulji¢, gospoda Ljilja Voki¢, ministrica PrOSVJete i
Sporta drzave Hrvatske, pomocnlca ministrice Vlasta Sabljak i drugi. Iste godine u mjesecu
lipnju, Drustvo pomaZze u organizaciji izlozbe djela poznatog i priznatog umjetnika hrvatske
naive, Ivana Lackovi¢a Croate koja je odrzana u Hrvatskom etnickom institutu u Chicagu.
Iste godine ponovno pomaze Hrvatsko americku udrugu ($1,000) zele¢i tako pridonijeti
boljitku opceg hrvatskog ugleda u Americi.

Godine 1998. medu brojnim i pohvalnim pothvatima valja istaknuti svijest i pomo¢
Sveucilistu u Mostaru (30,000 dolara), te suorganiziranje izlozbe o kardinalu Stepincu u
Hrvatskom etnickom institutu u Chicagu u povodu 100. obljetnice rodenja. Znajuci kako je
od osobite potrebe vrijedno brinuti se o Istini o povijesti naSega naroda, hvale vrijedno je
spomenuti da je Drustvo u mjesecu sijecnju *98. pomoglo svojim prllogom u slanju knjige dr.
Ante Cuvala “Historical Dictionary of Bosnia and Herzegovma u knjiznice vec¢ih americkih
sveucilista. Istog mjeseca Drustvo se pridruzuje mnogim hrvatskim organizacijama diljem
Amerike u akciji "Prijatelji Vukovara" te za obnovu centra za hendikepiranu djecu u Vuko-
varu daruje 3,000 dolara. Drustvo je 6. listopada 1998. u Hrvatskom kulturnom centru organ-
iziralo 1 pomoglo potpisivanje knjige "Healing the Heart of Croatia - LijeCenje srca
Hrvatske" autora poznatog kirurga dr. Novika i svecenika Josepha Kerrigana. Dr. Novik je
ugledni profesor kirurgije 1 pedijatrije na sveucilistu Tennessee u Memphisu i direktor
medunarodne zaklade za lijeCenje sr¢anih mana u djece. Zajedno sa svec¢enikom Kerriganom
iz Mephisa, dr. Novik je spasio mnogu djecu u Hrvatskoj s urodenim sréanim manama od
sigurne smrti. Na 18. dan istog mjeseca odrzana je uspjesna tradicionalna Modna revija ¢iji
prihod od 7,000 dolara odlazi u gore spomenutu svrhu.

Pocetkom godine 1999.(6.veljace) odrzana je u Hrvatskom centru u Chicagu svecana pro-
slava 70. obljetnice postojanja ovog Drustva. Medu brojnim uzvanicima, iz domovine dodose
predsjednica Hrvatske zene iz Zagreba, Dragica Pandek, njena zamjenica Zlata Horvati¢ i
saborska zastupnica Gordana Turié¢. Dogadaj je svakako posebnim ucinio dolazak dr. Wil-
liama Novicka, poznatog djec¢jeg kirurga sa sveuciliSta Tennessee iz Memphisa. Cjelokupan
profit s ove obljetnice poslan je u zagrebacku bolnicu Rebro za pomo¢ djeci sa sr¢anim ma-
nama te kupnju specijaliziranih monitora. Krajem ozujka iste godine ¢lanice prodaju masli-



nove grancice ispred hrvatskih crkava zaraduju¢i novac za nadolazeze projekte. U jesen iste
godine, Drustvo organizira jo$ jednu uspje$nu modnu reviju u hotelu William Tell. Zarada od
te manifestacije poslana je za kupnju inkubatora u djecjoj bolnici u Splitu. Osim humanitar-
nog rada, Drustvo podupire kulturne djelatnosti te dovodi dvije glumice Helenu Buljan i Du-
bravku Mileti¢ koje izvode komediju u dvorani sv. Jeronima u Chicagu.

Godine 1999. Drustvo pomaze obitelj Combaj s jedanaestero djece iz zagrebackih
Sesveta. Drustvo je kumovalo na krStenju 11. djeteta.

Novi zanos u novom stoljecu
_ Pocetkom novog milenijuma, 2000. DruStvo dovodi u Chicago poznatog pjevaca Drazena
Zanka. Njegov koncert je odrzan 29. sije¢nja 2000. u dvorani sv. Jeronima, a prihod ponovno
poslan za djecu u splitskoj bolnici. Tradicionalna modna revija ove godine bila je drugacija.
Naime poznata modna kreatorka Gordana Radi¢ dosla je iz Hrvatske te zaista pokazala
americkoj publici svoje kreacije i najnoviju modu na hrvatski nacin. Revija koja je odrzana
22. listopada u hotelu Holiday Inn bila je vrlo uspjesna i zanimljiva. Pomo¢ dobivena od ovog
dogadaja je poslana bolnici Mostar (za kupnju gastroskopa).

Godina 2001. pocela je ponovno kulturnom promidZzbom. Naime Drustvo je pomoglo pro-
mociju knjige Julianne BuSi¢ “Ljubavnici 1 ludaci” koja govori o Zivotnom putu Juliane i
Zvonka Busic¢a i njihovoj borbi za slobodnu Hrvatsku. U mjesecu travnju iste godine (4.
travnja), DruStvo Hrvatska zena ponovno nastavlja prekinutu tradiciju humanitarnih rucaka na
Cyvjetnicu. Prihod s ovog rucka otiSao je siromaSnim hrvatskim obiteljima u Kninu preko Ka-
ritasa Sv. Ante. U jesen iste godine (21. listopada) nastavljena je tradicija modnih revija. Te
godine bila je revija posebice financijski uspjesna. Odrzana je po prvi put u Hrvatskom centru
u Chicagu, a sav prihod je otiSao za pomoc¢ stradalima u teroristickom napadu na New York.
Donacija je poslana preko katolickog karitasa. U godini 2002. odrzana su dva velika dogada-
ja. Rucak na Cyvjetnicu (24. ozujka) za pomo¢ Vukovaru bijase izniman dogadaj. Gos¢a ove
svecanosti bila je ugledna spisateljica iz Zagreba Maja Freundlich. Na jesen iste godine, 20.
listopada odrzana je modna revija u Royalty West hotelu.

U godini 2003. ruc¢ak na Cvjetnicu i vrlo uspjeSna modna revija odrzani su u Hrvatskom
Centru takoder za pomo¢ domovini. Na modnoj reviji je sudjelovalo preko 450 gostiju i bijase
to najuspjesniji skup takve vrste.

Godina 2004. takoder je vrlo aktivna. Ruc¢ak na Cvjetnicu ponovno je okupio Hrvate Chi-
caga u velikom broju gdje su iskazali svoju nesebi¢nost. Krajem ljeta (12. rujna), Drustvo je
organiziralo svecani banket za pomo¢ hrvatskom uzniku Anti Ljubasu koji je mjesec dana
prije toga iziSao iz americkih zatvora nakon vise od 23. godine robije. Banket izuzetno dobro
posjecen odrzan je u dvorani sv. Jeronima. Jesenska modna revija odrzana u Hrvatskom Cen-
tru 24. listopada bila je ujedno i pomo¢ Srednjoj Bosni. Naime, sav prihod s ovog dogaZaja
otiSao je za izgradnju djecjeg doma u Kiseljaku koji s velikom ljubavlju vode sestre franjev-
ke. Na ovom dogadaju se prvi put predstavio novi hrvatski veleposlanik u Washingtonu gos-
podin Neven Jurica.

Nemoguce je sve nabrojiti,ali ukratko bitno je spomenuti slijede¢e. Samo u razdoblju od
pet godina, Drustvo Hrvatska Zena je darovalo pomoc¢ u iznosu od 235.000 dolara. Veliki je to
novac! Posebice veliki kada znamo da je izravno poslan siromasnima, najpotrebnijima. Na tu
¢injenicu doista treba biti ponosan! Sve ¢lanice ovog Drustva doista mogu biti ponosne na
svoj vrlo kvalitetno 1 nesebi¢no obavljen posao.

Osim ovog financijskog podatka kako je lijepo znati da u tom istom periodu Drustvo je
pomagalo tako mnogo projekata i siromaha. Vrijedno je spomenuti samo neke: Pomo¢ hrvat-
skim zatvorenicima, hrvatskim radio klubovima, hrvatsko-americkom udruzenju, hrvatskim
crkvama u Chicagu, izgradnji spomen obiljezja u domovini, udruzi za hrvatske studije u Am-
erici, djecjoj bolnici u Chicagu, mnogim siromasnim obiteljima u domovini, od Zagreba,




Splita, do Jajca, Vukovara, itd. djecjim domovima, raznim karitativnim udrugama, kulturnim
manifestacijama, nabavci medicinskih uredaja za bolnice u domovini (Zagreb, Split, Mo-
star...), hrvatskim studentima, tiskanju knjiga o Hrvatskoj, simpoziju o Vukovaru u Washig-
ton, D.C., nabavci zemljiSta za kuce siromasnih Hrvata u Kninu, obiteljima stradalih u New
Yorku i mnogi drugi projekti koje je pojedinacno nemoguce i spomenuti.

U istoj godini na 27. dan mjeseca studenog 2004. odrzana je svecana proslave 75. obljet-
nice postojanja DruStva. Svecani banket je odrzan u dvorani Sv. Jeronima., a glavni gost iz
domovine bio je vukovarski gvardijan fra Zlatko Spehar. Sav prihod ovog skupa poslan je za
pomo¢ vukovarskoj djeci. Takoder na skupu je bila nova konzulica hrvatske drzave gospodi-
ca Zorica Matkovi¢. Kustost Hrvatskih franjevaca fra Marko Pulji¢ predvodio je molitvu, a
bili su nazocni svi predstavnici hrvatskih Zupa. Za Bozi¢ iste godine poslana je pomoc¢ obitel-
jima u potrebi: obitelj Domazet za izgradnju kuc¢e (Muc¢), obitelji Ivana Cuvalo za pomo¢ li-
jeCenja bolesnog djeteta (Ljubuski), mnogobrojnoj obitelji Drage Radi¢a ( Slavonski Brod).
Ukupni darovi u godini 2004. Koji su poslani potrebnima bili su u iznosu od
62,780.00 dolara.

Godina 2005. nastavljena je istim zanosom 1 ljubavlju. Ve¢ pocetkom godine (6. oZujka
2005.), u dvorani Sv. Jeronima odrZan je dobrotvorni rucak za bivSeg hrvatskog uznika
Ranka Primorca, a nekoliko tjedana kasnije tradicionalnim ru¢kom na Cvjetnicu (20. oZujka)
pomo¢ je poslana bolnici u Mostaru za nabavku medicinskog automobila kao 1 za djecju
bolnicu u Rijeci. Na 15. dan mjeseca svibnja, zajedno sa svim hrvatskim zupama grada Chi-
caga, Drustvo je organiziralo skup sje¢anja u povodu 60. obljetnice Bleiburga i tragedije
Kriznog puta. Jesenska modna revija odrzana je u William Tell hotelu , a modni kreatori su
stigli iz Hrvatske, boutique "Rafaela" dizajnerice Jadranke Segota. Za zabavu se pobrinuo
legendarni Kic¢o Slabinac i Trio Rio. Prihodi s ovog skupa isli su za pomo¢ Zrtvama vremens-
ke nepogode, haragana Katrina, te za nabavku medicinskog aparata za bolnicu na Hvaru.
Ukupni darovi u godini 2005. koje je Drustvo skupilo i poslalo iznosili su 52,000.00 dolara.

Prva polovica 2006. godine obiljezila je pomoci za potrebnu djecu. Naime na Cvjetnicu
(6. travnja 2006.) svecanim ru¢kom u Hrvatskom centru u Chicagu pomognuta su djeca u
“Djecjem domu Egipat” u Sarajevu i dje¢jem vrti¢u u Kiseljaku. U jesen iste godine organ-
izirano je skupljanje pomoc¢i za obitelj Migi¢ koja se vratila u Hrvatsku. Modnom revijom
odrzanom 22. listopada u Hrvatskom kulturnom centru, Chicago, uz hrvatske momke i
djevojke iz nase zajednice kao manekeni, skupljena je pomo¢ za dvije bolnice: u Splitu i Osi-
jeku. Ukupni darovi poslani u toj 2006. godini iznosili su 34,830.00 dolara.

Godina 2007. pocela je obiljezavanjem i sje¢anjem ponovno na bleiburske dogadaje.
Naime na Cvjetnicu 1. travnja 2007. godine u Hrvatskom kulturnom centru organizirano je
skupljanje donacija za izgradnju sakralnog prostora na Bleiburgu. Odaziv ljudi nase hrvatske
zajednice bio ja zaista fantastiCan. Zajedno sa hrvatskim Zupama naSeg grada bio je ovo
dogadaj ponosa. U jesen te godine odrzana je tardicionalna modna revija u u Ashton Place
hotel. Po prvi put Drustvo je predstavilo modu poznate trgovine “Lord &Tylor”. Prihod ove
revije otiSao je za pomo¢ Domu zdravlja u Slunju. Takoder je poslana donacija za kapelicu u
Vukovaru, te je pomognuta obitelji Tomi¢ s 11 djece iz Slavonskog Broda. Ukupni darovi te
godine 2007. dosegli su fantasticnih 68,330.00 dolara.

U godini 2008. nastavljen je rad istim Zarom. 16. ozujka 2008. u Hrvatskom kulturnom
centru u Chicagu, svecanim ruckom na Cvjetnicu pruzena je pomo¢ obiteljima u nevolji i
potrebi, te je poslana pomo¢ Udruzi Specijalne policije iz Domovinskog rata "Tigar" u
Gospicu. U jesen prosle godine, 19. listopada odrzana je Modna revija pod nazivom
"Tradicijsko u suvremenom" u Holiday Inn North Shore u Skokie. Ovo je bila drugacija
modna revija od svih dosadasnjih, a predstavili su je gosti iz Zagreba s voditeljem
gosp.Josipom Forjanom iz poduzeca “Posudionica i radionica narodnih nosnji” iz Zagreba.



Njihov dolazak je sponsorirao grad Zagreb, uz pomo¢ procelnika za kulturu Pavla Kalinica.
Sve ovo svakako ne bi bilo moguce bez nezaobilazne potpore u ovom i svim dogadajima,
hrvatske konzulice gospodi¢ne Zorice Matkovi¢. Prihodi su poslani starackom domu "Sveti
Josip Radnik" u LjubuSkom kojeg vode Casne sestre, s prvotnom namjenom uvodenja grijanja
koje do tada nije postojalo. Takoder je poslana pomo¢ djecjem vrticu "Pcelice" u Livnu, te
baki Elizabeti Lepinski koja vodi brigu o svojoj unuci Matei koja je ostala bez oba
roditelja. Ukupni darovi u 2008. iznosili su 48,000.00 dolara. Na samom kraju godine, u
najhladniju nedjelju mjeseca prosinca u povijesti Chicaga, u organizaciji “DruStva Hrvatska
Zena grana broj 17, odrZan je svecani skup u cast izlaska na slobodu hrvatskog uznika Zvonka
Busic¢a. Tako je s ovom godinom i ovim skupom zavrSeno jedno poglavlje povijesti u kojem
je ovo ¢asno Drustvo nesebi¢no pomagalo hrvatske uznike.

Tako je Drustvo samo u zadnje Cetiri godine skupilo i poslalo pomo¢ u iznosu od 266,000
dolara za potrebe potrebnih. lako ¢lanice ovog Drustva o ovome nikada ne govore, ali je vri-
jedno spomenuti upravo ovu koli¢inu darova kojima je Drustvo u€inilo Zivot lak§im mnogima
koji pate.

Godina 2009. pocela je slavljem, obljetnicom, zasluzenim sjecanjem na velike godine ve-
likog rada. Naime na 21. dan mjeseca veljaCe odrzana je sveCana proslava 80. obljetnice
postojanja Drustva. Svecani banket je odrzan u Hrvatskom kulturnom centru, a pocasni gost
iz Hrvatske bila je gospoda Fanika Janko, predsjednica drustva “Hrvatska Zena-Vukovar”.
Ona je predstavila tragicno stanje ovog hrvatskog grada heroja. Slavlje su uzvelicali:
veleposlanica hrvatske drzave iz Washingtona Kolinda Grabar Kitarovié¢, osoblje hrvatskog
konzulata, hrvatski svecenici i sestre, predstavnici svih hrvatskih zupa, klubova i udruga.
Prihod s ovog dogadaja ($12,000) pomogao je 12 obitelji iz Vukovara.

Drugi dogadaj te godine, ve¢ tradicionalna Cvjetnica (4. travnja) koja se uvijek od-
rzava u srediSnjem hrvatskom prostoru Chicaga: Hrvatskom kulturnom centru, bijase dobro
posjecena. Vrijedne Clanice prodaju maslinove grancice (dobrotom gosp. Damira Radosa i
Frane Jerkovi¢a iz Kalifornije) u svim hrvatskim Zupama prije svetih misa na Cvjetnicu, i
pomazu uvijek neki vrijedan projekt. Sve prikupljene donacije ($16,000.00) iSle su za nabav-
ku medicinske opreme (Citoskop i Ekg) za potrebe lije¢enja djece u bolnici u Karlovcu.

Svake godine Drustvo vrlo aktivno sudjeluje u organizaciji 1 izvedbi Hrvatskih dana u
Chicagu koji se organiziraju u srediStvu Chicaga u svibnju mjesecu.

Jesen je uvijek dogadaj mode. Na 25. dan listopada odrzana je 19. modna revija drust-
va “Hrvatske Zene, Gr. br. 1” pod nazivom “Winter Wonderland” u hotelu Holliday Inn, Chi-
cago. Divni momci i djevojke iz hrvatske zajednice odigrali su manekenske uloge, a Drustvo
je predstavilo modu poznate trgovine Lord & Taylor. Prihod s ovog dogadaja ($10,000.00)
poslan je Udruzi osoba s inaviditetom ,,Bubamara* u Vinkovcima.

Godina je zavrSila ugodnim druzenjem za bozi¢ni domjenak, tradicionalno u maloj
dvorani Sv. Jeronima. To je vrijeme kada Clanice zaista mogu uzivati u drustvu jedni drugih
te biti zahvalni za joS§ jednu uspjeSnu godinu za dobro mnogih. U 2009. godini svekuponost
svih donacija koje je Drustvo poslalo dolazi do brojke od $47,250.00. U nju su ukljuc¢ene
donacije: hrvatski radio klubovi, pomo¢ potrebnoj obitelji u Travniku, vukovarske obitelji,
zupe, karlovacka bolnica, vinkovacka udruga, donacije bolnicama, udrugama i Skolama u
Chicagu.

Prvi dogadaj godine 2010. bijase svecani ru¢ak na Cvjetnicu, 28. ozujka u Hrvatskom
kulturnom centru. Molitvu je predvodio zupnik fra Jozo Grbes, zupnik Zupe sv. Jeronima.
Drustvo i goste je pozdravila Rene Pea, vrsiteljica duznosti generalne konzulice Hrvatske u
Chicagu. Drustvo je zajedno sa svim hrvatskim Zupama grada Chicaga skupilo donacije za
djecji odjel bolnice u Mostar, za nabavku visokosofisticiranog uredaja koji ¢e omoguciti en-
doskopske zahvate (bronhoskopiju, gastroskopiju i kolonoskopiju). Ovaj dogadaj je prikupio



fantasti¢nih $75,000.00.

U jesen 2010., na 25.dan mjeseca listopada, odrzana je jubilarna 20. obljetnica Mod-
ne revije pod nazivom “Big hands helping little hands- Velike ruke pomazu malim rukama”
u Holliday Inn, Chicago. Uz hrvatske momke i djevojke iz hrvatske zajednice kao manekene,
Drustvo je predstavilo fantastilnu reviju. Prihod ($7,000.00) je i$ao je za pomo¢ organizaciji
“UNICEF” u Zagrebu). Gosti na celu s veleposlanicom iz Washingtona, Kolindom Grabar
Kitarovi¢, te Renne Pea, vrsiteljicom duznosti Generalne konzulice u Chicagu, takodjer su
aktivno sudjelovali u ovom modnom dogadaju. Godina 2010. bila je jedna od uspjesnijih.
Skupljene donacije desegle su visokih $89,8500.00. Donacije ukljucuju dakle mostarsku
bolnicu, Unicef, Zupe, skole, radio postaje, individualne bolesnike u potrebama.

Prema veéim obljetnicama

Humanitarni ru¢ak na Cvjetnicu koji je odrZan u nedjelju 17.travnja 2011. u Hrvat-
skom lulturnom centru bijase te godine drugaciji. Naime rusvo se sve vise okrece vlastitoj
hrvatskoj zajednici u Chicagu. Stoga je ovaj dogadaj bi u tom svjetlu. Stoga donacije u izno-
su od $16.500.00 isle su za pomo¢ najpotrebnijim hrvatskim obiteljima u Chicagu. Ova ideja
je mnoge obradovala. Hrvatska politiéka scena 1 nesposobnost ljudi na vlasti brinuti se za
ljude mnoge je razocarala. Drusvo je godinama puno ¢inilo. Bilo je Vrljeme okrenuti se ma-
lo viSe vlastitoj zajednici. Snaga ove zajednice moze puno vise pomoc1 1 one u domovini.

U nedjelju, 23.listopada 2011 odrZana je 21. Modna revija u hotelu Holiday Inn, Chi-
cago pod nazivom “Pretty in Pink”. Drustvo je predstavilo modu poznatih modnih kuéa:
Lord & Taylor, Lili of Trieste, Macy’s 1 Uptown Girl. Poznati frizeski salon iz Chicaga
“Mario Tricoci” vodio je brigu za frizure i kozmetiku. Prihod ove modne revije iSao je za
Udrugu pod nazivom “Susan G.Komen” za istrazivanje raka dojke i Avon za pomo¢ bolesnoj
djeci od raka u Hrvatskoj. Godina je bila opet dareZljiva. Donacije u iznosu od $23,300.00
pomogle su dakle potrebnim hrvatskih obiteljima u Chicagu, oboljelima od raka i raznim
udrugama.

Prvi dan mjeseca travnja, Cvjetnica 2012. 1 Hrvatski kulturni centar. Na ovaj skup
ljudi se uvijek rado odazivaju Zele¢i pomoci uvijek nove projekte. Drustvo i goste je pozdra-
vila generalna konzulica Hrvatske, dr. Jelena Gr¢i¢ Poli¢. Na ovom rucku kao i1 uvijek
sudjelovali su hrvatski franjevci grada Chicaga, Casne sestre i predstavnistvo konzulata. Sav
prihod od ovoga dogadaja poslan je za pomo¢ udruzi SUNCICA. Ta udruga je zapocela
otvaranje predmeta o preSu¢enim ratnim zlo¢inima silovanih vukovarskih Zena i djevojaka
od srbijanskih agresora za vrijeme Domovinskog rata. Bilo je tuzno i dirljivo sluSati o ovoj
nepravdi koju podrzava cak 1 hrvatska drzava.

Iste godine 28. listopada 2012. odrzana je 22. Modna revija pod nazivom Fall fantasy
u restoranu  William Tell. Na reviji je prikazana moda robnih ku¢a “That Girl Boutique” 1
“White House Black Marke”. Manekeni i manekenke su bili ponovno zgodni momci i
djevojke iz hrvatske zajednice. Sav prihod od ovoga dogadaja iSao je obiteljima s posebnim
potrebama u Hrvatsku, kao 1 u Chicago 1 okolici. Godina 2012. bila je opet bogata donacija-
ma u iznosu od $46,400.00. Donacije su pomogle obiteljima u Chicagu, Mostaru, Splitu,
Sesvetama 1 Osijeku, Udrugi Suncica, hrvatskim Zupama, radio klubovima, udrugama.
Tradicionalni Bozi¢ni domjenak za ¢lanice druStva ponovno je bio mjesto susreta, druzenja,
analiza, planova i puno radosti.

Zanimljiva je ta Cvjetnica u Chicagu. Iz godine u godinu, nakon svetih misa u hrvat-
skim zupama, dobri hrvatski puk odlazi u Hrvatski kulturni centar susreti prijatelje i pomoc¢i
projekte drustva “Hrvatska Zena” zajedno sa Zupama. 24. ozujka 2013. odrzan je jo$ jedna
takav “humanitarni ru¢ak” uz predstavnike Hrvatskog generalnog konzulata, svih zupa i ud-



ruga. Sve prikupljene donacije pomogle su ljudima u raznim potrema u Chicagu i Hrvatskoj.

Jesen u hrvatskoj zajednici u Chicagu, u mjesecu listopadu, uvijek je rezervirana za
tradicionalnu modnu reviju, 23. po redu. Veliki je ovo posao organiziranja ovakvih dogadaja
posebno kada se zna da nitko nema zarade, nego je sve humanitarno. Gospodama svih genera-
cija treba zaista odati veliko priznanje za veliki trud oko modnih revija svih ovih godina. Go-
dina 2013. tematski je nazvana “It’s a family affair — obiteljska stvar®. Hrvatske djevojke i
momci 1 mladi pracni parovi u ulogama manekena predstavili su modu od “Lili of Trieste”,
“Fox’s”, “Loehmann’s” i “Janie & Jack”. Donacije ove modne revije pomogle su potrebnim
obiteljima u Chicagu. Sveukupnost donacija 2013. godine u iznosu od $45,200.00 pomogle su
nekoliko obitelji u Chicagu koje se bore s bolesnim ¢lanovima obitelji, te obiteljima u
Osijeku, Mostaru, Sinju, Dubravi, Ljubuskom, Karlovcu.

U godini 85. obljetnice, 2014. godine vrijedne gospode ovog Drustva organizirale su jo$
jednu Cyvjetnicu. Prikupljena pomo¢ u iznosu od $16,000.00 darovana je potrebnim obitelji-
ma u Sinju, Dugopolju, Osijeku, Udruzi ,,Put Mira“ iz Mirkovaca, pomo¢ crkvi u Busovaci,
posebice je poslana vrijedna donacija za zrtve poplava u Hrvatskoj 1 Bosni, te donacije hrvat-
skim crkvama u Chicagu, Hrvatskom centru i klubovima.

Kako je predivno ovo znati, da jedno aktivno drustvo, ne tako veliko, s puno ljubavi, s dva
godiSnja dogadaja (proljetnu Cvjetnicu 1 jesensku Modnu reviju) u zadnjih pet godina
pomoglo je potrebnima u donacijama u iznosu od 268,000.00 americkih dolara.

Dakle samo u zadnjih 20ak godina, Drustvo “Hrvatska zena, Grana broj 1, Chicago”
poslalo je pomo¢i vise od milijun dolara, ne racunajuéi: rat, pomo¢ u kontejnerima i druge
pomoci ovdje nezapisane. VeliCanstveno, velikodu$no, nesebi¢no , ljubavlju vodeno! Stoga
ovo Drustvo treba uvijek podrzavati, graditi, zajedno s njim raditi , ukljuciti se u njega 1 biti
ponosan §to postoji. Ljubav koja nosi, stvara, povezauje, radi, ne trazi nista za sebe , samo
takva ljubav mogla je i ovo Ciniti.

Prema 9. desetljedéu postojanja

U jesen godine 2014. Drustvo organizira svecani banket o 85. obljetnici postojanja te
Modnu reviju po 24. put. Sve to bijase u Hrvatskom kulturnom centru u Chicagu. Modne
majstore su gopode dovele iz Splita (Arileo Studio, Marija 1 Jurica Piri¢). Generalna konzuli-
ca RH dr. Jelena Gr¢i¢ Poli¢, Zupnik hrvatske zupe Bl. A. Stepinca iz Chicaga, fra Pavao
Masla¢ i kustos hrvatskih franjevaca fra Jozo Grbe§ obratiSe se nazocnima ovom sve¢anom
prigodom. Zarada od $28,519.65 bijase podijeljen potrebnima u Chicagu, Hrvatskoj i Bosni i
Hercegovini.

Godina 2015. bijase zanimljiva. Hrvatska CVjetnica u Chicagu bijaSe jedinstvena te
godine. Naime Drustvo je ugostllo prV1 put u nasoj zajednici, novog nadbiskupa Chicaga,
Blaza Cupicha. Ovo bijase njegov prvi pojavak u hrvatskoj zajednici, medu Hrvatima, nakon
Sto je preuzeo vodstvo nadbiskupije u studenom 2014. godine te stalno naglasavao hrvatsko
podrijetlo svoje obitelji. Predsjednica DrusStva, gospoda Nevenka Jurkovi¢ nadbiskupu
Cupicha urucila je svecanu plaketu Drustva kao znak na ovaj prvi dogadaj. Zarada za potreb-
ne s ovog dogadaja bijase $14,184.07.

U jesen te godine, tradicionalna Modna revija odrzana je u Aashton Place u Willowbrook,
a modu prestavise lokalni eksperti Neiman Marcus 1 Generation Bliss. Nazo¢nima se ovom
prigodom obratila nova generalna konzulica RH, gospoda Sanja Lakovi¢. Zarada za potrebne
bijase $16,591.57. Darovima te godine 2015. “Drustvo Hrvatska Zena, grana br 1. Chicago”
pomoglo je izdavanje vaznih knjiga u Hrvatskoj, crkvu u Slunju, udrugu za djecu u
Metkovicu, katolicku TV u Zagrebu, obiteljima u potrebi u Lici i Bosni, crkvama u Mostaru,



Sirokom brijegu i Doljanima. Takoder pomogle su i Getiri obitelji u potrebi u Chicagu, centru
za djecu Misericordia i Mercy boys, te Hrvatskim franjevcima.

Svake godine vrijedne gospode sudjeluju u hrvatsko-americkim danima koje hrvastka
zajednica sprema svake godine u svibnju, procesiji za Veliku Gospu u Chicagu, dekoraciji
velikog hrvatskog bozi¢nog drveca u muzeju znanosti 1 industrije, te u gradskoj vjeénici.

Ve¢ na pocetku 2016. godine, Drustvo se vrlo aktivno ukljucilo u docek predsjednice
drzave Hrvatske, Kolinde Grabar Kitarovi¢. Ona je sudjelovala u svetoj misi u zupi Blazenog
A. Stepinca u Chicagu, te je za nju prireden svecani banket u Hrvatskom kulturnom centru.
Ovoj svecanosti se prikljucio 1 nadbiskup Chicaga kardinal Blaz Cupich. Drustvo hrvatska
zena od ovog dogadaja poslalo je dar od $10,000 udruzi za osobe s posebnim po-
trebama‘“Bubamara” u Vinkovcima. Predsjednica je osobno urucila ovaj dar.

Ve¢ dva mjeseca nakon ovog dogadaja, 20. oZzujka 2016. Drustvo organizira jo§ jednu
Cvjetnicu. Kao §to to uvijek €iniSe, ¢lanice Drustva prije svetih misa u hrvatskim Zupama
prodavale su maslinove grancice kako bi skupile donacije za potrebne. Gost ovog dana bi-
jase hrvatski isusovac Ivan lke Manduri¢, te clanovi hrvatskih klubova, skola, Generalnog
konzulata i cijele zajednice. Donacije s ovog dogadaja bijahu u iznosu od $13,872.50.

U jesen iste godine. Modna revija je odrzana u Chateau Ritz, u pregradu Chicaga, Niles.
Gosti ovog prigodom bili su “Etno butik Mara” iz Zagreba uz lokalne modne prodavace.
Ovom prigodom prvi put u hrvatskoj zajednici je predstavljen konzul Bosne i Hercegovine,
gospodin Berislav Vujeva 1 njegova obitelj. Molitvu je predvodio novi zZupnik misije BIL. A.
Stepinca fra Drazan Boras. Prikupljene donacije ovog dogadaja od $17,909.00 pomogle su
Udrugu mladih Agape, Fundaciju “Da Zivotu”, osnovnu $kolu u Tordincima, Udrugu Civi-
tas, te pojedine obitelji u potrebi u Chicagu i domovini. Drustvo Hrvatska Zena grana br. 1
svake godine daruje i hrvatske radio postaje, zupe, klubove i skole u Chicagu.

Godina 2017. Biva opet obiljezena dogadajima u proljece i jesen. Cvjetnica bijaSe tradi-
cionalno ugodna. Donacije od $13,578.03 bijahu kao i uvijek odraz darezljivosti Hrvata Chi-
caga koji neprestano darivaju. Ali ova Cvjetnica bijaSe drugacija i posebna. Naime, nakon
vodenja Drustva “Hrvatska Zena, grana br. 1 Chicago” kroz 25. godina, predsjednica Drustva
gospoda Nevenka Jurkovi¢ se oprostila od vodenja drustva. Gospoda Jurkovi¢ je preuzela
Drustvo u vrijeme ratnih godina u domovini (1992.) te ga vodila kroz sve ove godine. Njezin
rad je i1 darivanje druStvu je vidljivo u poStovanju koju joj iskazaSe ¢lanice Drustva i cijela
zajednica.

Jesenska modna revija bijase opet u Ashron Place u mjestu Willowbrook. Modni kreatori
bijahu isti kao i godinu ranije uz neke nove lokalne ekperte. Kao i svaki put manekeni bijahu
hrvatski momci i1 djevojke. Ovom prigodom predstavljena je nova predsjednica Drustava,
gospoda Janice Subasi¢. Ona je ovom prigodom izrazila veliku zahvalnost i darovala zahval-
nicu u ime Drustva dosadasnjoj predsjednici gospodi Jurkovi¢. Skupljene donacije s ovog
dogadaja bijahu u izosu od $14,709.92.

Donacije kroz godinu 2017. pomogle su mnogima: kupnja medicinskog aparata za za-
darsku bolnicu, pomo¢ udrugama Civita i Kap Dobrote, te obiteljima u potrebi u Chicagu i
domovini.

Ova vrijedna udruga hrvatskih zena uvijek je radila na raznim poljima kako za pomo¢ po-
trebnim, ali isto tako pomazuéi Istini o Hrvatskoj. Tako bijahu aktivne ove vrijedne ¢lanice
4. ozujka 2018. u organiziranju predstave “Bitka za Vukovar” u Hrvatskom kulturnom cen-
tru. Ovu vrijednu predstavu diljem svijeta organirali su hrvatski branitelji Damir Plavsi¢ i
Damir Markus. Hrvatski kulturni centar bijase pun Hrvata. Drustvo Hrvatska Zena, Hrvatska
bastina, hrvatske Skole i Zupe s ponosom sudjelovase u ovom dogadaju.

Ve¢ 20ak dana nakon ovog dogada Drustvo organizira jo§ jedan dogadaj na Cvjetnicu, 25.
ozujka 2018. ponovno u u Hrvatskom kulturnom centru. Generalni konzuli Hrvatske i Bos-



ne 1 Hercegovine, Sanja Lakovi¢ 1 Berislav Vujeva sudjelovase prikladnim pozdravima, a fra
Pavao Masla¢ molitvom. Svake godine na ovom dogadaju sudjeluju svi hrvatski svecenici 1
¢asne sestre grada Chicaga. Donacije ovog dogadaja iznose $12,970.65

Modna revija te godine, pod nazivom “High Tea Party” odrzana je 28. listopada 2018. U
Chateau Ritz u mjestu Niles. Mladi hrvatski momci i djevojke modom su odusevili nazoc¢ne.
Ovogodi$nji novi svecenik, fra Antonio Musa predvodio je molitvu. Doprinos od ovog dogadaja
bijase u visokom iznosu od $22,003.65. Marljiviom radom Drustvo je 2018. godine poslalo vece
donacije rehabilitacijskom centru za djecu u Ljubuskom, vukovarskim leptiri¢ima, projektu
nove dvorane u zupi Sv. Jeronima te pojedinim obiteljima od Belog Manastira, Karlovca do
Chicaga.

Cyvjetnica 2019. godine u Hrvatskom centru bijase obiljeZena dvjema obiteljima. Naime prvi
put u hrvatskoj zajednici, gost Drustva hrvatska zena bijase gospodin Frane Jerkovi¢ sa supru-
gom iz San Pedra. Naime kroz mnoge godine gospodin Jerkovi¢ $alje masline iz Kalifornije
gospodama u Chicagu koje ih pripremaju za Cvjetnicu. BijaSe ovo ugodan susret s ¢ovjekom
koji pomaze ovo vrijedno Drustvo i prigoda osobno mu re¢i hvala.

Isto tako na ovoj Cvjetnici od zajednice i DruStva Hrvatska Zena oprostio se Generalni kon-
zul Bosne i Hercegovine u Chicagu, gospodin Berislav Vujeva. On, supruga i djeca medu
mnogim ¢lanicama ovog Drustva nadose svoj dom. Njihov Zivot bijase takav da ih je zajednica
jednostavno i s ljubavlju primila kao obitel;.

Donacije s ovog dogadaja bijahu u iznosu od $8,500.00. Drustvo je pomoglo potrebne u Be-
lom manastiru, Kninu i Chicagu.

I ovih zadnjih pet godina postojanja Drustvo se ponizno di¢i svojim radom kojim je poslalo
pomoc¢ u iznosu od skoro $200,000.00 za one kojima je ona najvise potrebna.

Za razliku od mnogih koji se hvale dostignu¢ima, ovo ponizno Drustvo tiho radi i svojim ra-
dom ¢ini veliCanstvene stvari. Kao $to je viSe nego ocito, ovo izuzetno vrijedno Drustvo hrvat-
skih Zena grada Chlcaga pisalo je povijest djelima dobra i srcem ljubaV1 lehova potpora svemu
onome $to u sebi nosi pecat hrvatskog, VrljeanSt ljudskog, cijenu povijesnog i velicinu kultur-
nog, vrijedna su Casti 1 poStovanja. Dani truda i godine rada, njih evo 90, znak su da i u vrijeme
hrvatskih tragedija i requiema, narodnih uspona i padova, hrvatska Zena 1 majka, ma gdje god
bila, uvijek je sacuvala srce ljubavi i o¢i pune nade. Za nadati se je da ¢e mlade djevojke i su-
pruge ugledati ve¢ sada ovu zvjezdanu stazu koja je i mukom i suzom i radosti i vjerom stvarana
kroz gotovo cijelo dvadeseto stoljece i tako tu dobrotu nastaviti i prenijeti u godine i desetlje¢a
koje ¢e biti onoliko lijepa, koliko mu oni podare ljubavi, vremena, smisla, vizije i vezova koji
ponovno slazu raskidane niti vrijednosti u povijesnom mozaiku ¢ije geslo jest: dobro je ciniti
dobro!

U Chicagu, mjeseca rujna godine Gospodnje 2019.

Fra Jozo Grbes, ofm
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A History of “Croatian Woman Branch # 17, Chicago
1929 - 2019

Its Origin in the Homeland

“Croatian Woman” was founded in 1921, in Zagreb, with a simple mission: Help Croa-
tians who are in need and less fortunate. Its roots are directly tied to a movement that began
in the Middle Ages but strengthened in the 19th Century, a movement toward goodwill and
Christian charity. Croatia, much like the rest of the Western World, had a multitude of
brotherhoods, fraternities, and Roman Catholic organizations focused on philanthropy and
altruism spread throughout the country. After the First World War and the creation of Yugo-
slavia, many of the existing and newly founded organizations began to take on Croatian-
nation-oriented agendas in a direct response to the installment of the pro-Serbian govern-
ment and its attempt to erase the national identity of the Croatian people. Similarly, women
involved in Stjepan Radic’s political party founded “Croatian Heart” with the same goals in
mind: Helping Croatians who were less fortunate while also preserving Croatian Catholic
culture. In fact, “Croatian Heart” was the predecessor to the organization “Croatian Wom-
an,” which was founded by Maria Kumicic. The first president to be chosen was Zora pl.
Trnski, and her vice presidents were Ivka barunica Ozegovic and Maria Kumicic. Being the
wives of famous writers and political figures in Croatia, these women’s distinguished last
names already displayed the legitimacy of the organization and its ability to influence the
community. Another display of the organization's legitimacy was its instant proliferation
throughout the country: Petrinje (July 1921), Osijek (July 1921), Pozega (July 1921), Kar-
lovac (September 1921), followed in 1922 by Jastrebarsko, Sisak, Daruvar, Gospic, Vuko-
var, and many other cities.

From the start “Croatian Woman,” as an organization, was strongly built with a founda-
tion based on clearly set goals in the cultural and humanitarian fields. Their goodwill was
deeply imbedded, far-reaching, and felt by many throughout the world wherever Croatians
live and people are in need. Their work is best exemplified and stated in the beginning of
the organization’s bylaws, which were written by Slava Furst and Julka Patriarch, and which
were chartered on May 21, 1921. The bylaws state: “The goal of the organization is to culti-
vate a social standard among Croatian women, which is conducive to the promotion of so-
cial, public, economic, moral and humanitarian health in both national and feminist fields.”
In order to achieve this, the women divided the goals into separate categories and designated
four separate branches: cultural, feminist, humanitarian, and social. Josipa Glembay wrote
this song to illustrate their goals in Osijek in 1922.

Live work and suffer for your country
For Croatian unity is our only hope
The day is near when we will rejoice
Sing proudly in one voice:

“Condemn evil, cherish freedom —
This is the motto of Croatian women.”

Their unconditional love for their people led them into many fields which brought them



into conflict with the authorities. In the early 1920s, during the Serbian monarchy, the organi-
zation was banned because of “nationalistic and separatist activities.” Because of their partici-
pation in the celebration of the famous Croatian activists Dr. Ante Starcevic and Stjepan Radic,
where over one thousand people gathered, the state prohibited the existence of “Croatian Wom-
an” on June 12, 1922. In nearly the same week “Croatian Woman” in the city of Karlovac suf-
fered the same fate. The prohibitions, however, were short-lived. Even though the organiza-
tion was punished and prohibited because of their love for their people and their country, they
continued their work with a strong determination. Despite all of their hard work, the N.D.H.
shut down all existing offices of “Croatian Woman” on May 5, 1943. Twenty two years of hu-
manitarian, cultural, and patriotic work, which began on Patacickinova Street, would cease to
exist.

“Croatian Woman” in America

Only a few years after the foundation of “Croatian Woman” in Zagreb, its first branch
would open in Chicago. It was the original idea of Agata Durak and her daughter Vilma Strun-
jak to start a woman's organization in Chicago's Croatian community. She brought this idea to
the attention of Dominican Father Innocent Bojanic at Holy Trinity Croatian Parish in Chicago.
With his support, “Croatian Woman, Branch No. 1 — Chicago” was founded on January 27,
1929. Soon the first meeting was called to order, with the following women present: Klara
Skvorc (first president), Barbara Balija, Rosalija Kovacevic-Kirin, Rosalija Sedar-Vuksanovic,
Frances Frkonja, Mary Karacic, Borislava Absac, Ruza Cesar and Magdalena Guldenpfening.
From the beginning, the women decided that their main goals would be to help people on both
the cultural and humanitarian levels while also displaying Croatian culture to the American
people. Immediately, the group was active in creating exhibits throughout the greater Chicago-
land area. The state of Illinois recognized the importance of the organization and granted them
a legal charter within the year. Almost instantly twenty-six other branches registered through-
out the country.

During the Thirties and Forties, when war engulfed the entire world, “Croatian Woman” did
all they could to help. In America and abroad, they worked with the Red Cross and local hos-
pitals, sending packages to soldiers and medical aid to the wounded. They donated time and
money to help their homeland, Croatia, and everyone who was suffering and in pain. After the
war, when Croatian refugees were scattered all over Europe and South America, “Croatian
Woman” did their best to accommodate their needs.

After the misfortunes of the war subsided, the organization returned to one of their original
goals — promoting Croatian culture in America. In the Midwest, the organization showed great
support for Duquesne University, one of the first universities to offer the Croatian language,
Croatian folklore and Croatian music as part of their curriculum. Through this, “Croatian
Woman” was able to help educate a new generation of Croatians born in America, who needed
to combine the knowledge of two cultures. It was their goal to teach their children to be proud
both of the United States of America and their Croatian heritage.

Even in the Fifties, Sixties and Seventies, when the homeland was isolated by the Iron Cur-
tain of Communism, “Croatian Woman” found ways to send food, medicine and financial aid
to the countless victims of flooding and earthquakes. Meanwhile, Croatian Catholic missionar-
ies worked hard, combating misery and poverty, to spread the Christian Faith and love.
“Croatian Woman” does all it can to support these missionaries and churches.



Activism Over the Last Thirty Years

Over the last fifteen years “Croatian Woman, Branch No. 1” has been highly active in
Chicago’s Croatian community. This not-for-profit organization’s social, humanitarian, cul-
tural and educational services to this community are magnificent to say the least. It would
be impossible to list everything that they have done for Croatia and its Chicago community,
so we will attempt to share only a small portion with you.

In 1988, “Croatian Woman” helped Croatian writers and activists in Croatia and all over
the world. Their aid toward humanitarian groups and their leaders is only a continuation of
their traditional work since their foundation in 1921. Even when Communism’s grasp of the
country was the strongest, the organization helped countless independent film producers and
artists spread the truth about the Croatian tragedy in Yugoslavia. During this time they also
helped Croatian prisoners in America and elsewhere with letters, petitions, and legal coun-
sel.

In 1989, the organization celebrated its 60th anniversary and was honored to receive Dr.
Ruzica Cavar from Croatia as the keynote speaker at their annual banquet. Dr. Cavar was a
human rights activist with a background in medicine. Her speech directly challenged the
women of Chicago to get more involved in the democratic process here and abroad. As a
result, the organization expanded from one hundred to over two hundred members in the
Chicagoland area. The year 1989 also marked the beginning of Croatia’s decision to secede
from Yugoslavia. “Croatian Woman” was actively involved in materializing the age-old
dream of a free Croatia. From the beginning, the organization raised funds to help Franjo
Tudjman, the future president of Croatia, and other political activists despite knowledge that
these figures were blacklisted by the Yugoslav government, which made any association life
threatening.

In 1990, the organization strengthened its ties to the Croatian government and its Catholic
Church on the road to freedom, independence, and a brighter future. While doing so,
“Croatian Woman” never forgot about its obligations to the poor and sick. An example of
this was when the organization gathered funds to help a group of blind children who needed
expensive surgeries to see again. That summer the president of “Croatian Woman” in Chi-
cago, Zlata Ivezic; secretary Milica Trutin; and treasurer Nevenka Jurkovic traveled to Za-
greb to help set up the revival of “Croatian Woman” in its homeland. After forty-three
years of absence due to its prohibition in 1943, the organization made its triumphant return
to Zagreb with the establishment of its startup committee.

In the fall of that same year “Croatian Woman, Branch No. 1 — Chicago” hosted its first
annual fashion show. The proceeds were immediately sent to Croatia. In October the presi-
dent, Zlata Ivezic, traveled to Croatia to attend the first ever Assembly of Croatian Women
in Zagreb. The trip was made special when Zlata Ivezic donated $2,000.00 in the name of
“Croatian Woman, Branch No. 1 — Chicago” and returned the original flag and coat of arms,
two historical artifacts which had been guarded in Chicago for over sixty years.

In the same year, the organization sent financial help to coal miners in Tuzla, and the
Catholic charity Karitas in Zagreb. This is also the year when the board, together with all of
its members, gathered to revise and create a new set of goals to take “Croatian Woman,
Branch No. 1 — Chicago” into the future. This is a simplified version of their vision:

* Gathering of humanitarian aid and preparing containers (40x10 feet) to be sent to Croa-
tia.

* Creating pamphlets, petitions, literature etc. for promotion of Croatian causes.

* Organizing prayer services and vigils in the name of world peace.



* Collecting donations.

* Creating fund-raisers.

* Organizing an annual fashion show.

* Organizing bake sales.

* Selling olive branches as a sign of peace.

In the spring of 1991, when Croatia was in the midst of the political, economic and regional
crisis, the organization sent their first shipment of humanitarian aid, which would one day
amount to over one hundred containers equaling more than $10 million in value.

During the same year, when everyone donated to the Croatian National Fund, “Croatian
Woman” led the way by donating $15,000.00. They also sent $5,000.00 for medicinal needs
and $10,000.00 to wounded soldiers in the escalating war.

As stated before, their activities were not only humanitarian. “Croatian Woman” also par-
ticipated in, and organized many rallies and demonstrations in attempts to help win the battle
for Croatia’s recognition. It is also important to acknowledge the local parishes and churches
for their help and public approval and support during this time.

In 1992, Nevenka Jurkovic became president of “Croatian Woman, Branch No. 1 — Chica-
go.” Obligations and activities would also multiply due to the ever-growing need for assistance
in wartime Croatia. The organization helped Prof. P. Cohen published his book about the trag-
edies that had befallen the Jews in Serbia. They also purchased medical equipment and donat-
ed money to wounded soldiers and other victims of the war. Because of the growing need for
financial aid, “Croatian Woman” found itself organizing at least one fund-raiser/banquet per
month. In March of 1992, proceeds went to Croatian war invalids. In April, proceeds went to
Croatian orphanages throughout the country. Later, recognizing the hardships caused by the
Serbian military in eastern Slavonia, the organization sent $4,500.00 to the besieged city of
Osijek. At the end of the year, “Croatian Woman” co-organized an event hosting as an hon-
ored guest the esteemed U.S. Senator Al D'Amato, at the Croatian Cultural Center in Chicago.

In 1993, information was released that the first Croatian embassy would open on American
soil and the organization did their part to help fund it. In March, after receiving the horrendous
news of massive destruction in the area of Karlovac, “Croatian Woman” donated $10,000 to its
hospital. In June, a banquet for rape victims of war was organized with Jadranka Cigelj, herself
a victim of the Serbian-run concentration camps. She was the main guest speaker. In the same
month, president Nevenka Jurkovic and vice president Marica Tomacic traveled to Zagreb to
attend the first “Croatian Congress of Croatian Woman” in Zagreb, while members at home
conducted a simultaneous prayer vigil. This would prove to be the definitive moment in the
revival of “Croatian Woman™ as an international organization with its roots finally replanted in
Croatian soil.

In a time when history seems to be written and choreographed by the media, members of
“Croatian Woman”, knowing the importance of information, sent letters, factual documents,
and financial donations to the Croatian Information Center in Zagreb.

In November they organized the arrival of the Croatian National Theatre, famous for their
theatrical performances all over Europe. The organization also invited and brought to Chicago
Kata Soljic, a mother who lost four sons to the war, as a guest speaker.

1994 would prove to be a very special year. Beginning with its anniversary on February 5,
"Croatian Woman, Br. No. 1-Chicago” celebrated an astounding 65 years of existence. This
special day began at the Croatian Ethnic Institute at 4851 S. Drexel Blvd., followed by Holy
Mass at St. Jerome’s Church in Bridgeport. The celebration ended at St. Jerome’s banquet hall,
where everyone was honored by the presence of these highly esteemed guests:



Dragica Pandek, President, “Croatian Woman, Zagreb”

Mario Nobilo, Croatian Ambassador, United Nations, N.Y.

Gordana Turic, Croatian Parliament representative, Zagreb

Anthony Petrusic, President, Croatian Catholic Union for the U.S. and Canada

Anthony Beric, President, Amcro, New York

Snjezana Franetovic “Croatian Woman, Branch #32 — Detroit”

Pola Maydak “Croatian Woman Branch #3 — Milwaukee”

Jasminka Corluka "Croatian Woman — Montreal”

Brother Regis and Sister Dora of the Salvatorian Mission House, New Holstein, Wiscon-
sin

At this same event, “Croatian Woman, Br. #1 — Chicago” published and released its 65th
Anniversary edition, which contained local advertisements and a brief but concise history of
the organization. Also worthy of mention, are the publications for the Chicago branch’s
45th, 50th, 55th, and 60th years of existence.

At this time “Croatian Woman” joined the Croatian World Congress in meetings held in
both Cleveland and Zagreb, and also the Croatian American Congress in Chicago. Together
with the Croatian Catholic Union and the Croatian parishes of Chicago, they helped organize
the "Action for Life" annual banquet and which sponsored orphaned children from Croatia
and Bosnia and Herzegovina. They also organized the Croatian Art Exhibit in the Chicago
State Building which became a yearly event.

In 1995, special guest Damir Plavsic, president of HVIDRA (students wounded in war),
was present at the banquet held at the Croatian Cultural Center which raised $25,000.00 for
the wounded Croatian students. In October, “Croatian Woman” had its yearly Fashion Show
which was special this year due to the fact that models displayed Croatian ethnic costumes.
The organization also raised $5,000.00 for the Franciscan monastery in Konavle, near Du-
brovnik. They also donated $8,000.00 to the “Croatian American Association,” whose main
function is to lobby for Croatian causes in Washington.

Many people need to be thanked for the success of “Croatian Woman”: From the count-
less volunteers like Milica Trutin and Nina Perovic who individually helped pack the con-
tainers, to the organizations like the Croatian Catholic Union and the Salvatorian Mission
House in Wisconsin, and all of the Croatian Parishes in Chicago who actively participated in
this project. In all one hundred containers filled with over $10 million worth of aid was sent
to various cities in Croatia. These cities all confirmed arrival and expressed their apprecia-
tion: Zagreb, Rijeka, Mostar, Zadar, Sibenik, Vrlika, Ljubuski, Klostar Ivanic, Sinj, Osijek,
Djakovo, Imotski, Karlovac, Vinkovci, Poljica kod Omisa, Sestanovci-Katuni, Posusje,
Split, Siroki Brijeg, Makarska, Dubrovnik, Slavonski Brod, Vrgorac, Tomislav Grad, Gabela
Polje-Metkovic, and Capljina, including different groups in Croatia, Bosnia and Hercego-
vina.

“Croatian Woman” also gave a helping hand to social groups here in Chicago area, such
as Mercy Home, Children's Memorial Hospital, and Misercordia etc.

In 1996, “Croatian Woman” held their 67th anniversary banquet at the Croatian Cultural
Center in Chicago, raising money for political prisoners and their families in the U.S. In
May, they organized an emotionally touching exhibit at DePaul University which displayed
the art work of children who had witnessed and survived the atrocities of the war against
Croatia. That same year in October, their fashion show raised $25,000.00 for the Dubrava
Center in Zagreb for handicapped children and young adults. They also raised $4,000.00 for
the Croatian Cultural Center in Vukovar to help rebuild the devastated city.

In 1997, the annual banquet brought to Chicago special guests Cardinal Vinko Puljic, the



archbishop of Sarajevo; Mrs. Ljilja Vokic, the Minister of Education and Sports in Croatia; and
her assistant, Mrs. Vlasta Sabljak. In June, “Croatian Woman” helped to organize an art exhib-
it featuring the works of the famous naive artist Ivan Lackovic which were displayed in the
halls of the Croatian Ethnic Institute in Chicago. They also gave another $1,000.00 to the Cro-
atian American Association.

1998 proved to be another noteworthy year. Of the many actions taken, the most notable
was the donation of $30,000.00 to the University of Mostar. They also co-organized an exhibit
honoring Cardinal Alojzija Stepinac on the 100th anniversary of his birth. They also helped
sponsor a book by Dr. Ante Cuvalo titled The Historical Dictionary of Bosnia and Hecegovina,
which was sent to the libraries of all major universities and many government officials. In Jan-
uary, “Croatian Woman” joined several other organizations in their support for “Friends of
Vukovar” and donated $3,000.00 to help rebuild their center for handicapped children. In June,
they organized the book signing of “Healing the Heart of Croatia.” Present at the Croatian Cul-
tural Center were the authors — Fr. Joseph Kerrigan and world-renown pediatric heart surgeon
Dr. William M. Novick. Dr. Novick is a professor at the University of Tennessee and also the
medical director of the “International Children's Heart Foundation.” Together with Fr. Kerri-
gan, a Catholic Priest at the Cathedral of the Immaculate Conception in Tennessee, the two
traveled to Zagreb and saved the lives of countless children from certain death.

On February 6, 1999 the 70™ anniversary celebration of this organization was held at the
Croatian Cultural center. Among the many guests present at this event was the president of
Croatian Woman in Zagreb, Mrs. Dragica Pandek, vice president Zlata Horvatic, and Croatian
parliament representative Gordana Turic. The presence of Dr. William Novick, the well-
known children’s heart surgeon from the University of Tennessee in Memphis was especially
significant for this event. The profit from this anniversary celebration was sent to Rebro hospi-
tal in Zagreb to help children with heart defects and to purchase heart monitors. On Palm Sun-
day of the same year, the members sold olive branches in front of our Croatian churches to help
raise funds for upcoming events. In the fall of the same year another successful fashion show
was held at William Tell hotel. Funds raised from this event were used to purchase incubators
for the children’s hospital in Split. Aside from humanitarian work, the organization supported
cultural events, such as bringing two actors from Croatia, Helen Buljan and Dubravka Miletic,
who put on a comedy at St. Jerome’s parish hall.

In 1399 Croatian Woman also helped the Comba;j family by being Godparent to the fami-
ly’s 117 child.

The new millennium began with a concert whose performer was Drazen Zanko, a well-
known Croatian singer. His concert was held on January 29th at St. Jerome’s parish hall and
funds raised from the concert were sent once again to the children’s hospital in Split. The tra-
ditional fashion show was different in 2000 because the fashions presented were by Gordana
Radic, a well-known Croatian designer who came from Croatia to introduce her wonderful
clothmg line. The event was held on October 22™ at the Holiday Inn hotel and was quite suc-
cessful. The proceeds from this event were sent to Mostar (to purchase gastroscopes).

2001 began with another cultural event. The organization assisted in promoting the book by
Julianne Busic, “Lovers and Madmen,” which tells the life story of Julianne and Zvonko Busic
and their fight for a free Croatia. On April 4™ of the same year, the traditional Palm Sunday
luncheon was held. Proceeds were sent to Croatian families in Knin through St. Anthony’s
charity. On October 21* of the same year, the annual fashion show was held and it was espe-
cially successful. It was held at the Croatian Cultual Center for the first time and all proceeds
were sent to help the families of the victims of the September 11 tragedy in New York. The
donation was sent through the Catholic charities.

In 2002 two very big events took place, the first was the Palm Sunday luncheon on March



24th. Proceeds from this event were sent to assist the city of Vukovar. The honored guest
for this event was Maja Freundlich from Zagreb, who is a well-known writer. The other big
event to take place was the annual fashion show on October 20", which was held at Royalty
West Hotel.

In 2003, the Palm Sunday luncheon and very successful fashion show were held at the
Croatian Cultural Center. Proceeds from these events were sent to Croatia. Over 450 guests
attended the fashion show, that being the biggest and most successful show.

The year 2004 was busy with several activities. The Palm Sunday luncheon gathered
Chicago Croatians who once again showed their generosity to those in need. And on Sep-
tember 12", the organization held a banquet to assist Ante Ljubas, who was released from
prison after 23 years. The banquet was held at St. Jerome’s parish hall and many guests
were present. The fall fashion show was held at the Croatian Cultural Center on October
24™ and the proceeds were sent to Kiseljak to assist in building a day-care center, run by
Franciscan sisters. Neven Jurica, the ambassador from Croatia, came from Washington D.C.
to attend this event.

In the five years before it turned 75, “Croatian Women” demonstrated great vitality, as a
summary of some of its accomplishments shows: assisting Croatian prisoners, radio clubs,
the Croatian American Association, the Croatian parishes in Chicago, organizations for Cro-
atian studies in America, a children’s hospital in Chicago, many families in need in Zagreb,
Split, Jajce, Vukovar, etc., day-care centers, charities, cultural performances, building of me-
morials in Croatia, purchasing of medical equipment for hospitals in Zagreb, Split and Mo-
star, helping poor Croatian students, printing a book about Croatia, supporting a symposium
about Vukovar in Washington D.C., purchasing property for Croatian refugees in Knin,
helping families of the 9/11 tragedy in New York, and many other projects which are too
many to list.

November 27, 2004, a grand celebration of the 75th anniversary of the organization’s ex-
istence was held in St. Jerome’s parish hall, featuring the main guest, Fr. Zlatko Spehar, the
Franciscan Superior from Vukovar. All of the proceeds from this event went to help the chil-
dren of Vukovar. The newly appointed Consul to Chicago of the Republic of Croatia, Ms.
Zorica Matkovic, was also a guest. Fr. Marko Puljic, Custos of the Croatian Franciscans, led
the prayers. Representatives from all of the Croatian parishes were in attendance. For Christ-
mas of that year, help was sent to families in need: the Domazet family, to build a house
(Muc); the Ivan Cuvalo family, for medical help for their child (Ljubuski); the many mem-
bers of the Drago Radica family (Slavonski Brod). Donations collected in 2004 and sent to
the needy were in the amount of $62,780.00.

The year 2005 saw the continuation of the same love and enthusiasm. Early in the year,
on March 5, a benefit luncheon was held at St. Jerome Parish for former Croatian prisoner
Ranko Primorac. A few weeks later the traditional philanthropic luncheon on Palm Sunday,
March 20, took place for the benefit of a Mostar hospital’s purchase of an ambulance, as
well as for the children’s hospital in Rijeka. On May 15, together with all of Chica&o’s Croa-
tian parishes, the society organized a memorial gathering in observance of the 60 anniver-
sary of Bleiburg and the tragedy of the “Krizni Put” (the way of the cross traveled by Croa-
tians tortured by the Partizans). The fall fashion show was held at the William Tell Hotel,
with fashion creators from Croatia, featuring Jadranka Segota, a designer from boutique
“Rafaela.” The entertainment was provided by the legendary Kico Slabinac and Trio Rio.
Revenue from this event went to help victims of Hurricane Katrina, and to the hospital in
Hvar for the purchase of medical equipment. The total amount raised by the society in 2005
and given to charitable causes was $52,000.00.

The first half of 2006 was dedicated to helping needy children. Namely, on Palm Sunday,



April 6, the annual benefit luncheon held at the Croatian Cultural Center in Chicago, helped
two children’s centers: “Egipat Children’s Home” in Sarajevo, and the pre-school in Kiseljak.
In fall of this year a collection was taken to help the Migic family, who returned to Croatia. The
annual fashion show was held on October 22, at the Croatian Cultural Center in Chicago, fea-
turing young people from our community as models. The proceeds from this event were sent to
a hospital in Split and one in Osijek. Money raised during the year totaled $34,830.00.

The year 2007 began by marking and recalling once again the events at Bleiburg. At the an-
nual Palm Sunday luncheon on April 1, the society organized a collection of donations to estab-
lish a sacred space at Bleiburg. The response of the Croatian people of our community was tru-
ly fantastic. This was a proud occasion for the Croatian community of our city. The yearly fall
fashion show was held at Ashton Place Hotel. For the first time, the society presented fashions
from the famous Lord & Taylor store. Proceeds from this event went to help the health center
in Slunj. A donation was also sent to the chapel in Vukovar, and to the Tomic family of 11
children in Slavonski Brod. Total funds raised during this year reached the fantastic sum of
$68,330.00.

In the year 2008, the work of the society continued with the same zeal. The traditional Palm
Sunday luncheon, held at the Croatian Cultural Center in Chicago, provided help to families in
trouble and need by sending the money raised by the event to a special police association in
Gospic. In the fall, the annual fashion show took place on October 19, at the Holiday Inn North
Shore in Skokie under the title of “Traditional in Contemporary.” This one was different from
all preceding fashion shows. It was presented by guests from Zagreb lead by Mr. Josip Forjan
of the Zagreb shop for renting and making national costumes. The guests were sponsored by
the city of Zagreb with the help of the Director of Culture, Pavle Kalinic. All of this, however,
would not have been possible without the indispensable help of the Croatian Consul, Zorica
Matkovic. Funds raised by this event were sent to St. Joseph the Worker home for the elderly in
Ljubuski, an institution run by nuns. The primary purpose of this charitable donation was to
install a heating system, something the home has never had. Funds also went to the preschool
“Pcelice” in Livno, and to Elizabet Lepinski, a grandmother caring for her orphaned grand-
child. Funds raised this year totaled $48,000.00. At the end of this year, on the coldest Decem-
ber Sunday in the history of Chicago, the “Croatian Woman, Branch #1” organization spon-
sored a special gathering in honor of the release of Croatian prisoner Zvonko Busic. This occa-
sion marked the end of the year and the end of another chapter in the history of this noble or-
ganization that so unselfishly came to the aid of a Croatian prisoner.

In the last 4 years alone, this society raised funds and sent help in the amount of
$266,000.00 to the needy. Although the members of this group never speak about this accom-
plishment, it is nonetheless worth mentioning the amount of donations that enabled the organi-
zation to make easier the lives of many who suffer.

The year 2009 began with the celebration of Hrvatska Zena's anniversary and a well-
deserved remembrance of the long, worthy years past. Actually, on the 21st of February, the
solemn celebration of the 80" year of the existence of the society took place. A formal banquet
was held in the Croatian Cultural Center. The honored guest from Croatia was Mrs. Fanika
Janko, the President of Croatian Woman Society—Vukovar. She spoke of the tragic situation
facing this city of heroes. The celebration was further honored with the presence of the
Croatian Ambassador to the United States, Kolinda Grabar-Kitarovi¢ as well as personel from
Chicago’s Croatian Consulate along with the clergy, venerable Sisters, representatives of all the
Croatian parishes in Chicago, the various social clubs and societies. The proceeds of this affair
($12,000), were distributed among 12 needy families in Vukovar.




The second major event of the year (already an established tradition), a banquet al-
ways held on Palm Sunday (the 4™ of April, this year), in the Croatian Cultural Center was
well attended. Good members of the society sold olive branches before all masses in our
Croatian Parishes. The olive branches were donated by two Californians, namely, Damir
Radosa and Frano Jerkovi¢. The sale of the olive branches always serves some worthy cause.
The total amount collected ($16,000) went for the support and purchase of medical
equipment, that is, a cystoscope and EKG machine. Some of the proceeds were also used to
aid sick children in the Karlovac hospital.

Each year Hrvatska Zena actively participates in the celebration of Croatian Days in
Chicago. The celebration takes place in the Daley Center, in downtown Chicago.

The Fall of each year brings forth the annual Fashion Show. The 25" of October
served to present the 19" annual Fashion Show presented by Chicago’s Hrvatska Zena,
Branch 1. This year’s presentation was given the title: “Winter Wonderland,” and was held
in the Holiday Inn in Chicago. Attractive young men and women from Chicago’s Croatian
Community served as models for the fashions presented. The fashions shown were from the
firm Lord and Taylor. The $10,000 proceeds from this event were sent to aid the Society of
Invalids, “Bubamara,” in Vinkovci, Croatia.

The year 2009 ended with a pleasant gathering for a Christmas Party traditionally
held in the small hall of St. Jerome Parish. This is a time when the members of the Society
can truly enjoy each other’s company and share in the gratitude and accomplishment of so
much good during the past year. The year 2009 yielded a total of $47,250 dollars used for
charitable purposes. The distributions include: The Croatian Radio Club, aid to needy fami-
lies in Travnik and Vukovar as well as for the hospitals in Karlovac, including the society in
Vinkoveci. Other beneficiaries included various societies and schools in Chicago.

The first event in 2010 was the formal Palm Sunday Banquet (the 28" of March, this
year), which was held in the Croatian Cultural Center. The opening prayer was given by fra
Jozo Grbes, the pastor of St. Jerome Chruch. Rene Pea, the General Consul of Croatia to
Chicago greeted the guests. The proceeds of the banquet were sent to the hospital in Mostar
for the purchse of higly sophisticated instruments to carry out bronchoscopic, gastroscopic,
and colonoscopic exams. This single event yielded the fantastic amount of $75,000.

October 25, 2010 was the day celebrating the 20" anniversary of the Society’s annual
Fashion Show. This year’s show was titled: “Big Hands Helping Little Hands.” It was held
in Chicago’s Holiday Inn. Again, young men and women from Chicago’s Croatian Commu-
nity served as fashion models. The fashion show yielded $7,000 which was sent as aid to
Zagreb’s UNICEF. The Croatian Ambassador to the United States, Kolinda Grabar-
Kitarovi¢, along with the Croatian Consul to Chicago, Rene Pea, actively participated in the
event. The 2010 year was one of Hrvatska Zena's most successful years. The total amount of
proceeds for charitable purposes reached the incredible amount of $89,850. The proceeds of
various functions were distrubted to the hospital in Mostar, to UNICEF, Zagreb, to schools,
radio stations, and to individual invalids in need.

The annual 2011 humanitarian banquet held on Palm Sunday (the 17" of April, this
year), was held in the Croatian Cultural Center as usual, but, this year it was somewhat dif-
ferent. Serious problems facing the Croatian community in Chicago are becoming increas-
ingly evident, hence, this year’s banquet was held with that in mind. The proceeds of the
banquet, namely, $16,500 were used to aid Chicago’s Croatian families in great need. This
decision brought joy to many. The Croatian political scene and the inability of those in polit-
ical positions within Croatia to show concern for the people of Croatia has brought disen-
chantment to many. Hrvatska Zena has done more than its share through the years to
alleviate such problems. It was time to turn to our very own community for a change. The




renewed strength of this community can then do much more to aid those in Croatia.

The annual Fashion Review was held on the 23 of October, 2011, in Chicago’s Holiday
Inn. The theme for this year’s show was “Pretty in Pink.” The fashions for the show were pro-
vided by Lord and Taylor, Lili of Trieste, Macy’s and Uptown Girl. The well-known hair salon,
Mario Tricoci, was responsible for the hair styling and makeup. This year’s proceeds were giv-
en to the Susan G. Komen Fund for breast cancer research and to Avon for the care of children
sick with cancer in Croatia. The year 2011, once again, proved to be most generous in dona-
tions. The total proceeds amounted to $23,300. The proceeds served to aid needy Croatian fam-
ilies in Chicago as well as various groups aiding those suffering from cancer.

The first day of April, 2012, saw the annual Palm Sunday banquet held in the Croatian
Cultural Center. The Croatian community always responds generously to this event. The Con-
sul General of Croatia to Chicago, Dr. Jelena Gr¢i¢-Poli¢, greeted those present. As usual, the
Croatian Franciscans, the venerable Sisters, and the staff of the Croatian Consulate
participated in the proceedings. The entire proceeds of the affair were sent to the Suncica
society in Croatia. This society dedicates its work to helping those suffering from the all-too-
often silenced crimes committed against the women and girls in Vukovar by the Serbian
aggressors during the war for homeland independence. It was sad and difficult to hear of these
crimes which are, sadly, often sustained by the very government of Croatia.

The 28™ of October, 2012, also saw the presentation of the annual Fashion Review.
This year’s theme was ““Fall Fantasy.” The event was held in the William Tell Restaurant.
The fashions presented were from the houses of That Girl Boutique, and White House Black
Marke. The young men and women of our Croatian community served as models. The entire
proceeds were used to aid needy families in Croatia and in Chicago. The year 2012 was, once
again, rich in donations amounting to a total of $46,400. The money was used to aid families in
Mostar, Split, Sesvetama, Osijek, Suncica, and radio clubs. The traditional Christmas Party was
a joyous chance for the members of Hrvatska Zena to enjoy each other’s company and to
analyze the past year and project future projects.

Palm Sunday in Chicago proves to be interesting. From year to year, the good Croatian
people of Chicago proceed to the Croatian Cultural Center following Sunday Mass. It is a
meeting of friends designed to aid the various projects of Hrvatska Zena. The society, along
with the Croatian parishes in Chicago, and representatives of the Croatian Consulate, presents
its annual Palm Sunday Banquet. The entire proceeds were used to aid various charitable needs
in Croatia and Chicago. The Fall of each year is reserved for the society’s annual Fashion
Review. This year marked the 23" annual Fashion Review. It is no small task to organize such
an event—especially since no one stands to benefit financially from their work. All the
proceeds are used for charitable and humanitarian purposes. (This, in fact, was the organizing
purpose of the Society.) To the women, past and present, who were members of Hrvatska Zena
are deserving of high praise and honor for their untiring efforts to organize events such as the
annual Fall Fashion Review.

The theme of the annual Fashion Review for 2013 was titled: “It’s a Family Affair.”
As is customary, the young men and women and married couples served as models for the
show. The fashion houses of Lili of Trieste, Fox’s, Loehmann’s, and Janie and Jack presented
their creations. The proceeds of this year’s fashion show were used to aid the needy families in
Chicago who are struggling with sick members of the family. The total amount collected for
the show amounted to $45,200. The proceeds further assisted humanitarian efforts in Osijek,
Mostar, Sinj, Dubrava, Ljubuski, and Karlovac. The worthy ladies of Hrvatska Zena organized
yet another Palm Sunday banquet during this Jubilee Year. The banquet’s proceeds yielded
$16,000. The proceeds were distributed to needy families in Sinj, Dugopolje, Osijek, and to the
“Put Mira” society in Mirkovci as well as to the church in Busovac. An especially generous



donation was made to the victims of the recent floods in Croatia and Bosnia as well as to the
Croatian churches in Chicago and to the Croatian Cultural Center and some Croatian clubs.
How truly wonderful it is to know that this very active society known as Hrvatska Zena—
not so large number wise—managed in the past five years to distribute no less than $268,000
in proceeds accumulated from two main yearly events, namely, its Palm Sunday Banquet
and its Annual Fall Fashion Review. Hence, in the past twenty years alone, the society of
Hrvatska Zena, Branch 1, located in Chicago, distributed more than one million dollars in
humanitarian aid—not counting that which was sent to Croatia during its Homeland War of
Independence in the form of humanitarian goods sent in overseas containers and other aid
not even mentioned thus far: magnificent, broad hearted, unselfish, driven by Christian
Love!!! For this very reason we must continue to support, work with, and help them grow.
We need to become its members and be proud that such a Croatian Society exists for so
many fruitful years. True Love bears, creates, binds, works, and is the Love which seeks
nothing for itself: it is only such Christian Love that accomplishes all that was described
above.

Towards 90th

In the fall of 2014, the Society organizes a banquet for the 85th anniversary of its
existence and their annual Fashion Show for the 24th time. It was held at the Croatian
Cultural Center in Chicago. Fashion maestros were brought in from Split
(Arileo Studio, Marija and Jurica Piri¢). The Consulate General of the Republic of Croatia
Dr. Jelena Gr¢i¢ Poli¢, pastor of the Croatian parish Bl. A. Stepinac of Chicago, Fr.
Paul Maslac and Custos of the Croatian Franciscans Fr. Jozo Grbes addressed those present
on this festive occasion. Earnings of $ 28,519.65 were distributed to the needy in Chicago,
Croatia and Bosnia and Herzegovina.

2015 was an interesting year. Palm Sunday for the Croatian community in Chicago was
unique that year. Namely, the Society hosted, for the first time in our community, the newly
named Archbishop of Chicago, Blaise Cupich. This was his first appearance in the Croatian
community, among Croats, after taking over the leadership of the Archdiocese in November
2014 and constantly emphasizing the Croatian origins of his family. The President of the
Society, Mrs. Nevenka Jurkovi¢, presented Archbishop Cupich with a ceremonial plaque
from the Society at this, his first event. Earnings for this event were $14,184.07.

In the fall of that year, the traditional Fashion Show was held at Ashton Place
in Willowbrook and was presented by the fashion experts from Neiman Marcus and
Generation Bliss. The new Consulate General of the Republic of Croatia,
Mrs. Sanja Lakovic addressed those present. They earned $16,591.57. With the donations
they received in 2015, "Croatian Woman's Society, Branch No. 1 Chicago" helped publish
important books in Croatia, a church in Slunj, a children's organization in Metkovic,
Catholic TV in Zagreb, families in need inLika and Bosnia, the churches in
Mostar, Siroki Brijeg and Doljani. The Society also assisted four families in need in
Chicago, the Children center at Misericordia and Mercy Boys as well as the Croatian
Franciscans.

Every year, these dedicated ladies participate in Croatian-American days which is
organized by the Croatian community every year in May, the procession for the Assumption
Feast in Chicago, the decoration of the enormous Croatian Christmas tree at the Museum of
Science and Industry and at City Hall.

At the beginning of 2016, the Society was very active in welcoming the President of the
Republic of Croatia, Kolinda Grabar Kitarovic. She attended Holy Mass at the Croatian



parish Blessed A. Stepinac in Chicago; a banquet was held for her at the Croatian Cultural
Center. This special event was also attended by the Archbishop of Chicago Cardinal Blaise
Cupich. This event’s proceeds were $10,000 which The Croatian Woman Society
gave to “Bubamara” a special needs association in Vinkovci. The President personally
presented this gift.

Two months after this event, on March 20, 2016, the Society is organized another Palm
Sunday Luncheon. As they traditionally do, members of the Society sold olive branches before
Holy mass in all Croatian parishes to raise donations for the needy. The guest that day
was Croatian Jesuit Ivan Ike Manduri¢, and members of Croatian clubs, schools, the Consulate
General and the entire community. Donations from this event were $13,872.50.

In the fall of the same yearthe fashion show was held at the Chateau Ritz, in
the Chicago suburb of Niles. The guest for this occasion was "Etno Boutique Mara" from
Zagreb along with other local fashion vendors. Atthis occasion, for the first time
the Consulate of Bosnia and Herzegovina, Mr. Berislav Vujeva and his family were introduced
in the Croatian community. The prayer was led by the new pastor of Bl A.
Stepinac Mission Fr. Drazan Boras. The donations raised from this
event totaled $17,909.00 and went to help the Agape Youth Association, foundation “Yes to
Life”, an elementary school in Tordinci, the Civitas Association, and some families in need in
Chicago and the homeland. The Croatian Woman SocietyBranch no. 1 also donates to Croatian
radio stations, parishes, clubs and schools in Chicago every year.

The year 2017 is once again marked by the events of spring and fall. Palm Sunday was
traditionally pleasant. Donations totaling $13,578.03 were, as always, a reflection of the
generosity of the Chicago Croats who are constantly giving. But this Palm Sunday was
different and special. Namely, after running the Society “Croatian Woman, Branch no. 1
Chicago” for 25 years, Mrs. Nevenka Jurkovic, President of the Society said goodbye to
running the Society. Mrs. Jurkovic took over the Society during the war years in the homeland
(1992) and led them throughout all these years. Her work and gifts to the society are visible by
the respect shown to her by the members of the Society and the entire community.

The fall fashion show was back at Ashton Place in Willowbrook. The fashion designers
were the same as the year before with some new local professionals. Like every time, the
models were Croatian boys and girls. The new President of the Society, Mrs. Janice Subasic,
was introduced at this occasion. On this occasion, she expressed her great gratitude and gave a
token of appreciation on behalf of the Society to the most recent president, Mrs. Jurkovic. The
donations collected from this event were in the amount of $14,709.92.

Donations in 2017 have helped many: purchasing a medical device for the Zadar hospital,
assistance to Civita and Kap Dobrota associations, and families in need in Chicago and the
homeland.

The invaluable association of Croatian Women has always worked in various fields to help
the needy, but also in helping the Truth about Croatia. Thus, these valuable members were
active on March 4, 2018 organizing the play "Battle for Vukovar" at the Croatian Cultural
Center. This worthy performance has been seen around the world and was organized by
Croatian defenders Damir Plavsic and Damir Markus. The Croatian Cultural Center was full of
Croats. The Croatian Woman's Association, Hrvatska Bastina, Croatian Schools and Parishes
proudly participated in this event.

About 20 days after this event, the Society organized their annual Palm Sunday Luncheon
event on March 25th, 2018 at the Croatian Cultural Center. Consulate Generals of Croatia and
Bosnia and Herzegovina, Sanja Lakovic and Berislav Vujeva participated in the greetings, and
Fr. Paul Maslac led the prayer. Every year, all the Croatian priests and nuns in the city of
Chicago participate in this event. Donations from this event totaled $12,970.65.



The fashion show theme from that year was “High Tea Party,” and took place on October
28, 2018 at the Chateau Ritz in Niles. Young Croatian boys and girls were delighted with
the fashions. This year's newly ordained priest, Fr Antonio Musa led the prayer.
The proceeds from this event were high; $22,003.65. Through diligent work, in 2018,
the Society sent larger donations to a rehabilitation center for children
in Ljubuski, the Vukovar butterflies, the new building project at St. Jerome and helped some
families from Beli Manastir, Karlovacand Chicago.

The 2019 Palm Sunday Luncheon at the Croatian Center was marked by the presence of
two families. Namely for the first time in the Croatian community the Croatian Women
Association's guest was Mr. Frane Jerkovic and his wife from San Pedro. Over the years,
Mr. Jerkovic has been sending olive branches from California to Chicago, which the
members of Croatian Woman prepare to sell before Palm Sunday mass. It was a pleasant
encounter with the man who has been helping this respected Society and it was an occasion
to personally thank him.

The Consulate General of Bosnia and Herzegovina in Chicago, Mr. Berislav Vujeva in
Chicago also said goodbye to the community and the Croatian Woman Society at this Palm
Sunday luncheon. He, his wife and children found their home among the many members of
this Society. Their lives were such that this community received them with love and ease
like family. Donations from this event were $8,500.00. The Society helped the needy
in Beli Manastir, Knin and Chicago.

In these last five years of existence, the Society humbly soars with the work it does and
the help it has sent in the amount of almost $ 200,000.00 for those who need it most.

Unlike many who boast about their achievements, this humble Society is quietly working
and doing magnificent things. As is more than obvious, this extremely valuable Society of
Croatian Women in the city of Chicago wrote history through works of goodness and a
heart full of love. Their support for everything they do that bears the stamp of Croatian,
human value, historical and cultural value of honor and respect. Days full of effort and
years full of work, and we arrive at 90, that is a sign that even in the times of Croatian
tragedies and requiems, national highs and lows, Croatian woman and mother, wherever she
was, always preserved her heart with love and eyes full of hope.

With hope we look to the young girls and wives that they will see this already a stellar
path that through pain and tears and joy and faith has been created through almost the entire
twentieth century and continue to transmit this goodness into years and decades that will be
as beautiful aslong asthey give their love, time, meaning, vision and connections that
reassemble broken threads of value in the historical mosaic whose motto is: It is good to do
good!

In Chicago, the month of September of the year of our Lord 2019.

Fr. Jozo Grbes, ofm
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Cestitka veleposlanika Republike Hrvatske
u Sjedinjenim ameri¢kim drzavama,
Dobrotvornom drustvu “Hrvatska Zena grana broj 1 Chicago”,
na 90 godina postojanja

Velika su mi ¢ast i zadovoljstvo pridruziti se brojnim i toliko zasluzenim ¢estitkama Do-
brotvornom drustvu “Hrvatska Zena grana broj 1 Chicago” na 90 godina postojanja, tijekom
kojih su Drustvo i hrvatske zene Chicaga ¢inile i uradile toliko mnogo na ocuvanju hrvatskog
identiteta, baStine, zajedniStva, kulture, umjetnosti, jezika u Americi, i potpore samostalnoj i
demokratskoj Hrvatskoj, koju danas Zivimo a koju su narastaji sanjali i za nju se borili, u do-
movini i svijetu.

Cestitam vodstvu i ¢lanstvu Drustva, sada$njem, pro§lima i buduéima. Zelim im sve

uspjehe u radu i srecu, dok im mi u diplomatskim predstavniStvima Republike Hrvatske u
Sjedinjenim Americkim Drzavama stojimo u punoj mjeri na raspolaganju za suradnju.
Vas rad 1 vasi napori dokaz su koliko je snaZna hrvatska ideja, ideja hrvatske nacije, identiteta i
kulture, koja nase ljude ma gdje u svijetu bili upucuje jedne na druge, koja ih okuplja i povezu-
je, medusobno i s domovinom. VaSe humanitarno djelovanje daje duboku moralnu teZinu
vasem radu.

Kroz narastaje vi ste obogacivali Ameriku, doprinoseci njenoj veliini, postavsi vrijedni
1 ugledni americki gradani, ali njegujuci s paznjom i ljubavlju svoje hrvatske korijene. Doc¢ekali
ste danas da samostalna i demokratska Republika Hrvatska bude cijenjena, bliska saveznica
Amerike, ¢lanica NATO-a i Europske unije, kojom ¢e prvom polovicom 2020. i predsjedati. To
su nam jo$ svega prije nekoliko desetljeca bila nezamisliva dostignuc¢a. Zajedno smo u radosti
za sve hrvatske uspjehe.

Kao majke imale ste presudnu, neizmjerno vaznu ulogu u podizanju narastaja mladih
americkih Hrvata da budu svijesni svoga porijekla i ponosni na njega. I svi znamo kako su
hrvatske Zene kada bi se udavale za Amerikance drugacijeg porijekla i od njih ¢inile hrvatske
Amerikance.

Niz americkih Hrvata od samoga pocetka hrvatske samostalnosti prominentno se
ukljucio u Zivot Hrvatske, donijevsi sa sobom dragocjena znanja, potporu i predanost. Hrvatska
je danas zemlja puna prlhka za sve ameri¢ke Hrvate, svih narastaja, i sve Hrvate u svijetu, koji
zele nastaviti zivot u njoj, ili skladno Zivjeti na dva kraja. U dana$njoj globaliziranoj ekonomiji,
gdje je trziste svjetsko, 1 u koje je Hrvatska uspjesno uklju¢ena, u nizu sektora, od turizma,
preko industrijske proizvodnje, poljoprivrede do informatike, Hrvatska nudi nevjerojatne
usporedne prednosti, svoj stil Zivota, jedinstvenu ljepotu zemlje, toplinu ljudi, osje¢aj doma,
sigurnost. U svakom slucaju, ono §to nas toliko duboko povezuje su Zivot u Hrvatskoj i Zivot s
Hrvatskom u srcu.

Veleposlanik Pjer Simunovi¢
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U povodu obiljezavanja 90. godisnjice rada
Drustva “Hrvatska zena * grana br. | Chicago

na ocuvanju identiteta hrvatskog naroda ,posebice u Dijaspori, kao i

nesebicnoj pomocdi potrebitima u Domovini,
saljemo vam iskrene cestitke.

Vukovar ne zaboravlja pruzenu ruku prijateljstva
u teskim vremenima Domovinskog rata i poraca.

Hrvatska Zena je uvijek imala snagu i dobrotu
za svoga bliznjega u potrebi.

Nastavite i dalje Bozjom pomodi
u svom plemenitom djelovanju.
Jos jednom zahvaljujem u ime naseg Drustva

i svih Vukovaraca kojima ste pomogli brojnim donacijama

i Zauzetoscu za nas i vas Vukovar.

Sretno i veselo na svecanoj proslavi!

Sima Sesto, predsjednica Hrvatske Zene Vukovar

Clanice Hrvatske
Zene, ogranak
Vukovar sa
gradonacelnikom
g. Ivanom
Penavom.



UDRUGA »HRVATSKA ZENA« ZAGREB

Trg Dragutina Domjanica 6,
10360 Sesvete

PoStovane i drage clanice
DRUSTVA HRVATSKA ZENA GRANA br. I, CHICAGO
(Utemeljeno 27.sijecnja 1929.g.)!

Istinska mi je cast i zadovoljstvo, sSto Vam mogu u ime clanica UDRUGE
HRVATSKA ZENA ZAGREB, GRANA |, OGRANAK |, SESVETE, i u svoje
osobno ime Ccestitati devedeseti rodendan Drustva. 90 godina neprekidnog rada,
Cuvanja katolicke vjere, vrijednosti obitelji, cuvanja tradicije i obicaja svojih
predaka iz Hrvatske u dalekoj Americi.

Cestitam Vam na mnogim humanitarnim aktivnostima, na davanju sebe i
svoga slobodnoga vremena za potrebite Vase pomodi, organiziranje izlozbi,
modnih revija, te sudjelovanje u crkvenim i drustvenim dogadanjima zajednice
Hrvata u Chicagu.

Neka Vam dragi Bog podari snage, da i dalje budete dobre majke, supruge i
Zene Cuvarice Hrvatskog ognijista u dijaspori.

Molimo nasSu Nebesku Majku - odvjetnicu Hrvata i sv. Josipa nebeskog
zastitnika Hrvatske Domovine da Vam budu misao vodilja u Vasem daljnjem radu i

svim humanitarnim i svekolikim aktivhostima u jedinoj i svetoj domovini
Hrvatskoj!

Zivjeli!
Sesvete, 26.kolovoza 2019.g. Predsjednica Udruge:

Mira Halapa



Udruga Hrvatska zena
Zagreb, Grana II,
Ogranak 1, sudjeluje na
raznim dogadajima u
Domovini.

Croatian Woman
Zagreb, branch I,
participating in events
in Croatia
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[ ] [ ] [ ]
90 godina ljubavi!
"Bog voli zatvoriti veliko u malo: svemir u atom, drvo u sjeme, covjeka u embrij,
leptira u crva, vjecnost u trenutak, l[jubav u srce, sebe samog u nas." - A.G.

U malim stvarima ocituju se velike duse.
Vase drustvo u 90 godina, kroz male, skromne dogadaje
postiglo je velic¢inu imena i dubinu ljubavi.
Na kraju uvijek ostaje samo ljubav!
Ako to nismo shvatili, niSta nismo shvatili!

Cestitamo 90 velikih godina!

Vasi Hrvatski franjevci
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90 Years of Love!

“God loves to wrap great large in the small: the universe in the atom, the tree
in the seed, the man in the embryo, the butterfly in the worm, the eternity in
the moment, the love in the heart, himself in us." A.G.

Great souls are manifested in small things.
Your amazing society through small, humble deeds has gained
the respectable name and depth of love for 90 years.
It is inspirational what love can do.
It is your love to help the needy that has been inspiring many
to become an instrument of great charity.

Congratulations!

Your Croatian Franciscans
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Cestitamo drustvu
Hrvatska zena grana br. |
na 90 godina odanoga rada u skrbi za potrebne
i molimo da Bog blagoslovi vase korake.

fra Drazan Boras, ofm

i zupljani Misije Bl.Alojzija Stepinca u Chicagu.
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Od srca cestitamo drustvu
Hrvatska Zena grana br. | Chicago
vasu 90-tu obljetnicu
Zivota, rada i ljubavi.

Neka bude na mnogo
blagoslovljenih ljeta!

fra lvan Strmecki, ofm
zupljani Hrvatske zupe
Srca Isusova Milwaukee



“Sto god uciniste jednom od ove moje najmanje brace, ment uciniste.*

Mt 25, 40

Ove Isusove rijeci o ljubavi prema malenima i najpotrebnijima medu nama
vi ste, drage ¢lanice Hrvatske Zene Grana Br. 1 Chicago,
uzeli k srcu i vjerno im sluzite vec 90 godina.
U toj svojoj misiji bili ste i ostali jedan od najsjajnijih dragulja
nase hrvatske zajednice u Chicagu kao i cijeloga hrvatskoga iseljenistva.
Ponosni smo Sto nasu hrvatsku Zupu sv. Jeronima zovete svojom
i 8to mi vas Hrvatsku Zenu zovemo svojom.
Neka dobri Gospodin kojemu u potrebitima sluzite
blagoslovi vas rad i svako nastojanje

za dobro Crkve, nasega hrvatskog naroda i onih kojima sluzite.
Od srca cestitamo!

fra Ivica Majstorovi¢, Zupnik

fra Antnnin Miica Juinni vikar



“HRVATSKOJ ZENI - GRANA br. 1, CHICAGO*

Srdacno Cestitam veliku obljetnicu, 90 godina vrio vaznog
djelovanja na korist mnogih ljudi.

Doista, nemjerljiv je znacaj koji je Hrvatska Zena grana
br. 1 Chicago imala i ima, kako u tesSkim vremenima hrvatskog
naroda, tako i u pomaganju mnogim obiteljima i pojedincima.

Hrvatska je Zzena - grana br. 1, Chicago, uz to kroz ovih 90
godina snazno cuvala pripadnost Katolickoj Crkvi i Hrvatski
identitet.

Neka i dalje Hrvatska Zena - grana br. 1, Chicago ostane
u svome djelovanju poznata i priznata u Hrvatskom narodu!

AD MULTOS ANNOS!

Dr. don Edvard Punda
Ravnatelj Nadbiskupskog sjemenista - Split



LAY | -
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Hrvatska Zena, grana br. 1, Chicago
ve¢ 90 godina sluzi Gospodina
u potrebitoj braci i sestrama
na ponos svih nas Hrvata u Chicagu.
Od ovih velikih 90 godina
sestre s vama putuju vise od 50.
Neka vam obljetnica bude sretna,
a buducnost blagoslovljena.

Vase hrvatske sestre franjevke:
S. KreSimira Pandza
S. Jozefina Radic
S. Andelina Rotim




Hrvatske zene, cestitamo
vam na 90 godina. Neka vas
Bog sve blagoslovi!

Iskreno,

Babic zene:
Annamaria, Brianna,
Maria 1 Julianna




Srdacne cestitke
Hrvatskoj zeni grana br. 1 Chicago
na plemenitom radu.

Zahvaljujemo svima koji su pridonijeli
svojim radom kroz ovih 90 godina.
Zelimo da i dalje nastavite
svoj plemeniti rad.

To vam zele,
Zdenka i Mijo Barun s obitelji



U SPOMEN ANTON BARUN

I'M FREE

Don't grieve for me, for now I’'m free
I'm following the path God has chosen for me.
| took His hand when | heard him call;
| turned my back and left it all.

| could not stay another day,
To laugh, to love, to work or play.
Tasks left undone must stay that way;
I've now found peace at the end of day.

If my parting has left a void,
Then fill it with remembered joys,
A friendship shared, a laugh, a kiss;
Oh yes, these things, | too will miss.

Be not burdened with times of sorrow
Look for the sunshine of tomorrow.
My life's been full, | savored much;
Good friends, good times, a loved one's touch.

Perhaps my time seems all too brief;
Don't lengthen your pain with undue grief.
Lift up your heart and peace to thee,
God wanted me now-He set me free.

Mama i tata,
Zdenka i Mijo Barun

Brat John, supruga Ana i djeca
Anton, Andela i Filip

Sestra Diana, suprug Davor i
djeca Damian i Daniel Dali¢

Sestra Marina, suprug Steven i
djeca Viktoria i Lana Znika



Iskrene cCestitke svim clanicama
drustva Hrvatska zena grana br. 1, Chicago
povodom 90-te obljetnice
uspjesnog humanitarnog djelovanja.
Obilje srece i novih uspjeha
u buduéem radu od srca vam zeli

obitelj Ljubice i lIvana Belan



Cestitamo na 90 godina
uspjesnog rada!

Nikola, Zlata,
Christine, Vesna
i Nikola Bosnjak

Pero & Diana Boras
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Sretnu 90-tu obljetnicu
i puno uspjeha u daljnjem
djelovanju zele vam

Sandra i Nikola Cosi¢
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Vivat Croatia!
Vivat Croatia!
Vivat Croatia!

Zivjela Hrvatskal
Zivjela Hrvatska!

Zivjela Hrvatskal

Od srca cestitamo
90. obljetnicu
velicanstvenog

rada drustva

Hrvatska Zena
grana br. 1,
Chicago.

Ponosimo se vasom
dobrotom i ogromnom
ljubavlju za nasu
domovinu Hrvatsku.

Pored pruzanja pomoci,
uspjesno ustrajete na
ocuvanju hrvatskih
obiCaja i kulture.

Hvala vam!
Neka vas i dalje prati
obilje Bozjeg blagoslova

| neka vam Hrvatska
uvijek bude svetal

Vera i Hrvoje Cosié




Cordial Congratulations
on Your Past Success
and

Best Wishes for the Future!

Doing Good is the Only Way!

Happy 90" Anniversary!

CroLibertas Publishers
Chicago, Illinois
https://crolibertaspublishers.com/

Ante and lkica Cuvalo



Andy & Antonia Hays and Family
Congratulations on achieving this significant milestone.
Best wishes as you continue on your journey of service

and commitment to the Croatian people.

“We do not exist for ourselves.” -Thomas Merton

With gratitude, Hays Firm LLC




Obitelj Hrkac¢

Iskrene cestitke prigodom
proslave 90, obljetnice

Pavao, Kata,
Vladimir, Karina, Luken,
Marija i Dragan



Cestitamo 90. obljetnicu
drustvu Hrvatska zena
grana br. | Chicago

Mnogo uspjeha u
buducnosti zele vam

Niko i Janja Hrvojevic s obitelji



Cestitamo 90. obljetnicu
svim clanicama,
odboru i prijateljima drustva

Hrvatska Zena
grana br. |, Chicago

Diana, lva, Ivana,
Pasko i John
Jakelja



Iskrene cestitke drustvu
Hrvatska zena grana br. 1 Chicago
na 90-toj obljetnici postojanja
| humanitarnog rada.

Obitelj Ane i Dinka Jovic



Kako sazeti nesto sto je tako dobro
i veliko u tako malo prostora?

Ta dobrota i ljubav od srca darivana
svima u potrebi je neizmjernal
Spomenuti se svega Sto su Clanice
ovog, humanitarnog i kulturnog drustva

Hrvatska Zena, grana br.1. Chicago,

dodirnule svojom darezljivom
dobrotom je nemoguce.

Ali ¢itajuci stranice njihove povijesti,
sve se moze vidjeti i saznati!
Drage Clanice ovog ¢asnog drustva,
kojeg sam ja sluzila kao presjednica
punih 25 godina,

S ponosom i radoS¢u ¢estitam vam
90-tu obljetnicu plemenitog
rada,dobrote i ljubavi!

Neka dragi Bog blagoslovi
sve nas Clanice
Hrvatske zene gr. br. 1 Chicago
i da nam snhagu da ustrajemo na
ocuvanju hrvatskih obicaja,
Kulture i dobrotvornog rada,
te prenoseci to sve na
nadolazece generacije.

SRETNA 90. OBLJETNICA

Nevenka Jurkovié
PoCasna predsjednica drustva

U sjecanje na
Branka Jurkovica



CESTITAMO HRVATSKA ZENA GRANA br. 1,

na

90. OBLJETNICI USPJESNOG RADA
UZ NAJLIJEPSE ZELJE

OBITELJ KIKAS

MIRO, ANKICA,
TOMISLAYV, MARIANA I DARIO



Cestitamo na ponosnih
90 godina zivota u nasoj zajednici!

Nastavite biti primjer darivanja!

Katica Kosi¢ i obitelj



Cestitamo Drustvu
Hrvatska zena, grana br. |, Chicago
90. godisnjicu humanitarnog rada
Zelimo da Drustvo i u buduénosti nastavi
djelovati kao i do sada: pomagati
pojedincima i obiteljima u potrebi u
Hrvatskoj i u cijelom svijetu.

Bozo i Stoja Kosir s obitelji




to the hardworking women of

CROATIAN WOMAN BRANCH #1
CHICAGO

Your tireless efforts over the last 90 years to
help those in need is inspiring and
praiseworthy.

John Z. Kosir




Cestitamo drustvu
Hrvatska Zena grana br. |, Chicago,
na 90. obljetnici uspjesnog rada i zalaganja.

Obitelj Miljenko i Zita Kozul s obitelji




Srdacne cestitke drustvu
Hrvatska zena grana br. | Chicago
na 90. godisnjici postojanja,
neumornog truda, rada i uspjeha.

Neka vam ovih proslih 90 godina
budu inspiracija za buducnost!

Marija Lisnich s unucadima




Cestitamo Drustvu Hrvatska Zena
grana broj |, Chicago
na 90 godina poZrtvovnog radal
Neka vas Gospa cuva!

Gordana i Zlatko Loncar



Dobrotvornom drustvu Hrvatska zena
iIskrene cestitke za 90 godina
pozrtvovnog rada -
pomoci harodu u nevolji.

Mirko i Ankica Loncar



Iskrene cestitke drustvu
Hrvatska Zena
grana br. 1, Chicago
na 90. obljetnici osnutka
| puno uspjeha u
buducem radu zeli

Senka Lovrié
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Congratulations!

from Silvio and Elaine

Martincic and Family



Cestitamo drustvu
Hrvatska zena grana br. 1, Chicago
na 90. obljetnici dobrotvornog rada.

Zelimo vam puno
uspjeha u buducnosti!

Od srca:
Tony, Vesna, lva i Ana Marusi¢
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Moja zemlja je stablo

Kome vjetar ne Skodi...

Moj je narod lisce

Sto se na njegovim granama rodi.

J. Ramusovic¢

CESTITAMO HRVATSKOJ ZENI, CHICAGO
NA 90. OBLJETNICI DOBROTVORNOG RADA
MEDU HRVATIMA CHICAGA,

TE ZA CVRSTO STAJANJE NA NACELIMA
HRVATSKE SLOBODE | DRZAVNOST!I.

Kresimir i Toncika Misetic¢
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Na ovome uspjehu
hvala ¢lanicama
Drustva za strpljivost i
ljubav. Osobito hvala
Hrvatima Chicaga za
podrsku i sudjelovan-
je u akcijama Sto ih
organizira i vodi ovo
Drustvo. Nadamo se
da ¢e tako nastaviti i
u buduce

Humanitarnom drustvu
HRVATSKA ZENA
GRANA BR.1 CHICAGO
Iskrene Cestitke na
90. obljetnici

postojanja i uspjeSnog rada koje je
kroz sve ove godine pruzilo ruke

dobrote i ljubavi najpotrebnijim
Hrvatima u domovini i iseljenistvu.

Ivan i Vesna
Mlinarich s obitelji!




Iskrene cCestitke drustvu
Hrvatska zena grana br. |, Chicago
na proslavi jubilarne 90. obljetnice.

Zelimo vam puno uspjeha
u buducem radu.

Kate i Franjo Mulac
s obitelji
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Drustvu Hrvatska Zena grana br. 1, Chicago
Cestitamo na 90 godina uspjesnog i
pozrtvovnog rada!

Obitelj Pavljasevic

Iva, Marko,
Robert, Martina, Ariana, Noah,
Tomislav, Ariel i Eli



Hrvatska Zena je organizacija
koja povezuje i pomaze,
koja stvara i gradi,
koja lijeci i zacijeljuje rane,
kao Majka, kao sestra,
kao Dom - Nas Hrvatski Dom!

| zato,neka zivi i cvijeta
uvijek tu, uz nas,
s nama i od nas,
svim ljudima.

Jer Ljubav cvijeta i raste
kad se dijeli s drugima.

Sretna 90. obljetnica
nase Hrvatske zene - Majke!
U nasem Hrvatskom Centru

dignimo Case za
hrvatske Majke nase!

Zivjeli!

Obitelj Ivo

i Brigita Peri¢



In honor of Nina Perovié

Congratulations _
to Hrvatska zena %rana_br 1, Chicago
on your 90t Annlversary!

The Perovic family
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Drustvu Hrvatska zena
grana br. 1, Chicago

Iskrene Cestitke
na 90 godina postojanja
| humanitarnog rada.

Zelimo vam puno uspjeha
u buduc¢em radu!

Slavka 1 Stipe Pervan



TAX PLANNING AND CONSULTATION
TAX RETURN PREPARATION

MATTHEW A. PESCE, C.P.A.

3424 S Lowe Ave
Chicago, IL 60616 Cell: (773)-551-3057
Email: mpesce47@yahoo.com

Best wishes
on this special occasion!
Christine & Matthew Pesce



Hvala Vam na pozivu za Vasu proslavu
90 godina Hrvatske zene u Chicagu.
Vec prije pet godina ste nas odusSevili VaSom
povezanosScu i gostoprimstvom!

Znamo da u Vasem DrusStvu postoje

jake i sposobne zene koje su pravi predstavnici
hrvatske kulture i bastine.

Ponosni smo Sto smo uz Vas na Vasoj jubilarnoj
Proslavi, te Vam zZelimo da joS dugo, dugo postojite...

Vi ste ponos hrvatskog naroda!

Vasi Marija i Jurica Piri¢
ARILEO studio, Split, Croatia
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Cestitke povodom
90. obljetnice
Hrvatske zene

i da ustrajete jos dugo,

Od srca zeli Obitelj Planinié



Iskrene Cestitke Drustvu Hrvatska
zena, povodom 90. obljetnice i
predsjednici drustva, mojoj
rodakinji Janice Subasic,
na njenom zalaganju i
promicanju hrvatske
drzave i hrvatske kulture!

Anita Plazibat

Anita Luxury Apartments for Rent
Split, Croatia

anita.plazibat1810@gmail.com
+385 95 1968370
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Cestitamo Drustvu Hrvatska Zena
grana broj 1, Chicago
na 90 uspjesnih godina
rada i pozrtvovnosti!

Marija i Mario Romanovié



Hrvatskoj zeni cestitamo 90. godisSnjicu!

Obitelj Dragica Rudman
Obitelj Dusko i Jadranka Kraljevic



Congratulations to Hrvatska Zena
on your 90th Anniversary celebration!

Louis and Mary Scalise and Family
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Cestitamo 90. obljetnicu rada
dobrotvornom drustvu
Hrvatska zena, grana br. 1 - Chicago

Zelimo vam jos puno uspjesnih godina
u buduc¢em radu.

Od srca zele:
Drazen, Maria, Luka, Marina,
Dario i Niko Senti¢
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Congratulations Hrvatska Zena
on your 90th Anniversary!

In Loving Memory

of Tom, Nada and Tommy Shegich
Your loving family:

Damir, Beth, Michael and Matthew
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Sretnu 90. obljetnicu postojanja i
vrijednog rada drustva
Hrvatska zena grana br. 1
Chicago

Zele Mandica i Tomo
Skukan s obitelji



U spomen na Jagu Soldu

HRVATSKA ZENA

Hrvatska Zena!

Drustvu Hrvatska

Ta Hrvatska majka
Cijeli svijet joj isto ime dade, zena, grana #1 ’
Najvrijednije zasluzne nagrade.

Chicago

Jer njen je duh od svega najjaci

On nam dusu napaja i zradi. cestitamo na
Dok Hrvatski narod gine, pada

dosadasnjem radu

Umire, jer strada.
Vrijedne majke radaju i goje, i zelimo puno
Vitezove za obranu Domovine svoje. .
, ) uspjeha u

| tri stupa kuCna su drzale,

. . . Z H
Dok su djecu svoju odgajale. bu d ucnostli.
Cuvaju nam hrvatska plemena,
Kroz potomke i duga vremena.
U Zivotu Sto ste sve Ginile, Obit@'j SO’dO
Bozjoj majci zelju ispunile.

Jago Soldo
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Drustvu Hrvatska zena
grana br.1, Chicago
cestitamo 90. obljetnicu!

Dragan i Janice Subasi¢
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DEAR MOM,

Thank you for all the opportunities
and experiences in life and work
which you have either shared
or guided me through.

Your attention, patience and wisdom
have often helped me find my way.

I also want to thank you
for embedding in me a desire
to give back and help others.
I have seen you do this in so many ways,
including all the time you volunteer as
part of Croatian Woman.

It is because of you
that I joined Croatian Woman
and have been able to work with you
and so many other wonderful women.
This is something I will always treasure.

Your ambition towards doing
the right thing for so many people
always makes me proud
to be your daughter.

Voli Te,
Janice



Mi smo ponosni jer smo dio ponosne
zajednice 1 ponosnog
Drustva Hrvatska zena.

Neka ovih 90 godina budu inspiracija

za slijedecéih 90.

Obitelj Sego
Snjezana, Marija, Kristina i Stanko



Hrvatskoj zeni grana br. 1, Chicago

Devedeset godina postojanja
| humanitarnog rada i djelovanja nije malo,
a plemenitosti nikad dosta
do uspinjanja do univerzalnoga.
Srdacne Cestitke prigodom 90. obljetnice
u nadi za puno slijedecih.

Zeli obitelj Sumera
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May the angels guard you
and God bless you always.

We love you: Antonela, Sabina,
Renata and Lucija!

Love,

Uncle Ricky and Auntie Gina Sumera
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Hrvatsko] Zent grana br. 1, Civicago, Ukrene
Cestitke prigodom proslave 90. obhljetnice.
Hvola Vam za sive Sto- undte za
nase Ljude w potrehi.

Zeli vam obitel
Tokail,

Mowry, Stere, lva,
MU v Luka
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JA SAM HRVATICA

Ja se vazda tim ponosim
Sto sam roda hrvatskoga,
Sto hrvatsko srce nosim,
Puno duha narodnoga.

Ne stidim se obicajem,
Rijecju, surkom ni pjesmicom,
Uz sve naSe ja pristajem
DuSom, srcem i desnicom.

Za tudinstvo nist ne marim
Sto ¢e meni tude stvari?
Zasto da se za nje brinim,
Kad me boljim Bog nadari.

Svakom kaZem tko me pita,
Otvoreno bas u lica,

Da sam roda plemenita

Da sam prava Hrvatica.

Rod svoj slavni i dom mili,
Stujem, ljubim vrhu svega
Sto mi srcu ne omili,

Nek od mene dalje bjega.

Tako rode, tako dome,
Naumih ti danas pieti,

Viek ¢u ostat vjerna svome,
Dok ¢u Zivjet il’ umrieti!

Povodom uspjeSnog rada i djelovanja kroz 90
godina: Neka zauvijek zivi Hrvatska Zena!
Voli vas s ponosom

Marica Tomacic
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Cestitamo dru$tvu Hrvatska
zena 90. obljetnicu!

Obitelj Tomacic
i Melvan
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Sve najbolje
Hrvatskoj zeni
grana br. |,
Chicago

zeli obitelj Vlasici
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Drustvu Hrvatska zena - grana br. I, Chicago,
cestitamo 90. godisnjicu vrlo bogatog rada.
Zahvaljujemo Vama i s Vama Bogu
na Vasem plemenitom i predanom djelovanju
za Covjeka, za ljude, posebno za one
u posebnim zivotnim potrebama.

Cestitke i puno uspjeha
u buduc¢im danima i godinama zeli Vam
obitelj Vujeva
Berislav, Darija,
Gabrijela, Franka i Marta
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Louis i Renata Zoko s obitelji
cestitaju udruzi Hrvatska zena
90. godisnjicu uspjesnog
rada i postajanja!
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Congratulations and best wishes to

Hrvatska zena
on your 90th Anniversary celebration!

May the future bring you

more success in helping
all in need!

The Zaki¢ Family
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Adria Meat Packing Co

260 North Viking Vie, Lee, IL 60530
1-815-824-2307

Cestita Hrvatskoj Zeni 90. obljetnicu!

S ponosom na
svoju novu predsjednicu
Janice Subasic,

Obitelj Cabo



Apple Chevrolet



Cestitamo Hrvatskoj
zeni na 90. obljetnici!

DMB Painting LLC
Dusko Biloni¢
Palos Hills, IL 60465
Tel.:708-256-7668
email:dbilonicll@yahoo.com
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Congratulations
Croatian Woman branch #1, Chicago
On your 90th Jubilee Celebration
From:

CROATIAN CLUB SINJ

OFFICERS AND MEMBERS
GENERATIONS TO PRESERVE AND REACH NEW MILE

President Vince Pesha

Vice President Steve Tokic

Vice President Dan Bakovic

Treasurer Steve Zakic

Secretary Lana Marasovich -
Cimaglia

President Emeritus Frano Marasovich
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Cobra Concrete Cutting Services Co.
2416 E. Oakton St.
Arlington Heights, IL 60005

Ljubav i dobrota drustva
Hrvatska Zena grana br. 1 Chicago
poznati su nadaleko.

Od srca cestitamo ovih velikih 90 godina
Sa zZeljom da ih bude joS mnogo.

Johnny i Venessa Krpan
s djecom
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Drustvu Hrvatska zena
grana br.1, Chicago
cestitamo 90. obljetnicu uspjesnog rada
_upruzanju pomoci potrebnima.
Zelimo vam puno uspjeha u buducnosti!

7036 W. Archer Ave.
Chicago, IL 60638
773-229-1553
www.croradioclub.com
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Congratulations Hrvatska Zena on your Diamond Jubilee!

Thank you for helping Croatians everywhere for 90 years

Dolcetti’s products consist of gourmet Croatian delicacies to high end European pastries. Purity and excellence are
embraced in our ingredients and our preparation.

Each delicacy is rolled, cut, dipped and finished by the experienced hand of a chef who was trained at the nation’s
top culinary school, worked in Chicago’s most exclusive bakeries and grew up practicing the generation’s old
traditions of European pastry.

For all of your celebrations, Dolcetti’s sweet and breakfast pasties are elegant and delicious, suiting everything
from office meetings to elegant events perfectly. All trays can be made custom to your preference.

Alenka Suchec Vasilj e Pastry Chef/Owner

Email *Dolcettipastry@gmail.com [i Facebook » Dolcetti Pastry
Phone ®847-653-6939
133 South Vine Avenue
Park Ridge, 1L 60068
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Beot Weshes

DALCAMO
FUNERAL HOME

Family ouwned and operated since 1959
470 . 26th Street

Chicago, 7L 60616
312-8477-8681

Gewand . Daleame Sn.
Germard M. Daleamo .
Phitep L. Daleame



Congratulations to Croatian Woman branch #1,
Chicago on your 90th anniversary celebration!

544 West 31st Street
Chicago, IL 60616
312-225-8500
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Congratulations from us to you!

153 West Irving Park Road
Roselle, lllinois 60172

Phone: 630.893.07/57
Email: info@djrcleaning.com
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Elmwood Chapel, East Side
11200 South Ewing Avenue Chicago, lllinois 60617
Phone: (773) 731-2749
Fax: (773) 731-8016

CONGRATULATIONS TO
CROATIAN WOMAN BRANCH #1 CHICAGO
ON YOUR 90TH ANNIVERSARY!



EWING TRUCKING INC.
3441 Lowe Ave.
Chicago, IL 60616

773-475-7743

Kenneth Zekich

Congratulations to
Croatian Woman,
branch #1 - Chicago
on the occasion of your
90th Anniversary!
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Congratulations and

best wishes!
Nicole Dooley
Candos Insurance Agency
8104 W. 119th St.
Palos Park, IL 60464
708-361-2700



Congratulations to
Hrvatska zena branch #I
as you celebrate
your 90th anniversary!

May you continue your
mission of doing good!

The Bertucci family
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Hrvatska zena:
CONGRATULATIONS ONYOUR
AMAZING ACHIEVEMENTS!

Great Lakes Multimodal, Inc.
5250 W. Plattner Dr.
Alsip IL, 60803
708-426-6789

|a|<eVu'|ica@glmultimodal.com




Cestitamo Hrvatskoj zeni
na hrabrosti!

Hair Design International
1309 E. 57th Street
Chicago, IL 60637
7 73-363-0700
Ruza Perkovi¢, owner



ZA DOM SPREMNI!

Cestitamo drustvu
Hrvatska Zena
grana br. 1, Chicago prigodom
90. obljetnice rada!

Stanko Sego - predsjednik
Stiv Tadié - potpredsjednik
Buco (Mark) Loncar - blagajnik
Jennifer Kraljevic- tajnica
Nadzorni Odbor:

Ante Loncar, Mirna Loncar, Zoran Planinié,
Lily Radocaj i Ante Sivri¢



Cestitke Hrvatskoj Zeni
na desetljeCima ustrajanosti,
postojanosti, dobroti i ljubavi,
a posebne cestitke rodici Janice!

Jelena Babic, Split

Heritage Hotel 19
Solurat ul. 12, 21000, Split, Croatia
+385 21720027



We congratulate
Hrvatska zena grana br. 1
as you celebrate your
90th Anniversary and wish you
continued success in the years to come!

John & Diana
Jakelja
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sjeme Ljubavi, zrno Dobrote, tracak Svijetla, malo Topline.

Cestitamo na ovom velikom jubileju
1 molimo da u istom Duhu nastavite putem
kojim su nase matere krocile prije vas,

ziveci 1 radeci pod geslom: “Bog 1 Hrvati!”



Postojanje udruge Hrvatska Zena, grana bv. 1 Chicago
vec 90 gocﬁna znacajno je ostvarenje.
Hrvatska Zena, grana br. 1 Chicago uvijek postuje i njeguje
hrvatski nacionalni identitet.
Njthova misija, vizija i cilj e pomaganje potrebitim Hrvatima

kako u domovini, tako i u inozemstvu.

Odboru ovog drustva, kao i ¢lanicama,
Cestitamo na ustrajanom i pozZrtvovnom radu u
ocuvanju hrvatskog identiteta i promicanju

hrvatske kulture, obicaja i tradicije.
Zelimo vam mnogo uspjeha i sre¢e u buducnosti!

Od srca vam Zele

upravni odbor, clanovi i élanice



Cestitamo Hrvatskoj Zeni
na vasoj 90. obljetnici i
zahvaljujemo na
neumornom radu!

Hrvatsko lovacko

drustvo SRNA,
South Chicago



Ponosno | samozatajno,
Hrvatska zena djeluje
vect dugih 90 godina.

Svojim radom i ljubavi
pomogle ste mnogima
i time zaduzile nove narastaje.

Tamburaska skupina Hrvatska Loza
cestita vam na uspjehu i predanosti,
znajuci da ¢e mnoge nase Clanice
biti dio ove predivne price.
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Iskrene Cestitke

Hrvatskoj Zeni grana br. 1, Chicago
povodom 90. obljetnice
postojanja, marljivog rada i odanosti
hrvatskoj zajednici u Chicagu
I diljem svijeta.

Hrvatska skola kardinal Stepinac
Hrvatska zupa sv. Jeronima Chicago
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Nadzorni odbor Drustva Hrvatska Zena na Celu s
predsjednicom Marijom Lisnich, Clanicama Ivom Jakelja
i Ankicom Kikas
i blagajnicom Katom Mulac
srdacno Cestitamo drustvu
Hrvatska Zena grana br. 1 Chicago
90-tu godiSnjicu postojanja i rada.



Congratulations on your

90th annrversary!

Caprice Lindsay

AVP/Branch Manager
1525 E. 53rd Street
Chicago, IL 60615

773-752-4600
clindsay@hydeparkbank.net
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Best wishes
on the celebration
of your
90th Anniversary!



KEOUGH
MOODY

Representing Condominium & Community Associations

for Over 20 Years

aCollection of Assessments

aAmendment,
Interpretation, &
Enforcement of Association
Documents

aAdvising Boards of
Directors on Governance &
Operation of Associations

alitigation

Naperville alnsurance Defense

114 East Van Buren Avenue
Naperville, IL 60540
(630) 369 2700

Chicago
161 North Clark Street, Suite 1600

Chicago, IL 60601

(312) 899 9989
www.kmlegal.com

info@kmlegal.com



Iskrene Cestitke prigodom obiljezavanja
90. obljetnice postojanja i uspjesnog rada
Drustva Hrvatska Zena,
grana broj I, Chicago
sa Zeljom za ustrajnost u buduéem djelovanju

Club Dubrovnik Chicago

Marija Romanovi¢ - predsjednica
Marko Paljetak - zamjenik predsjednice
Jennifer Kraljevi¢ - tajnica

Drazen Sentic - blagajnik



Drustvu “Hrvatska zena grana broj |” Chicago
sretna 90. obljetnica postojanja uz obilje Bozjeg
blagoslova! Sretno u daljnjem radu!

Konoba Marinero Rovin;
Carera ul. 62, 52210, Rovinj, Croatia



Zelim vam od srca Cestitati
na 90. godisnjici Vaseg uspjesnog rada.
Sretan i ponosan sto nasa Hrvatska nema granice,
vec zivi u srcima Hrvata i Hrvatica diljem svijeta!

Iznimno cijenim vase nesebicne akcije
koje pomazu onima kojima to najvise treba.
Dobrota ne poznaje granice
i dobro je Ciniti dobro!

Zelim vam puno srece i uspjeha
u vasem daljnjem radu
kojeg ¢e nadam se nastaviti i mladi narastaji!

Miran Smajo
Split, Croatia

Ciril-Metodova 38
21000 Split, Croatia
+385 (21) 404 777
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Congratulations to the
Croatian Woman Branch #1, Chicago
in celebration of your 90* Anniversary!

PVRE'SS, INC.

Family owned and operated since 1937

Chicago, lllinois

Best Wishes from
The Turcich Family
and all of us at Overt Press



CONGRATULATIONS
Hrvatska zena on your 90th
Diamond Jubilee Celebration

Proud of my Croatian Heritage

Joni Pavich REALTOR®
Realty World J. PAVICH REAL ESTATE
239.410.6791 Cell
239.992.4999 Home
Email: Joni@JPavich.com
Website: www.JPavich.com




CESTITAMO NA 90 GODISNJO]
OBLJETNICI USPJESNOG
DONATORSKOG RADA

HRVATSKE ZENE CHICAGO

PURPLE ROSE FLORIST INC.
SNJEZANA I JASMINKO MATIC

9 PROSPECT AVE.

MOUNT PROSPECT, IL 60056
224-735-7322
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Congratulations on your 90th Anniversary

St. Jerome Marian Society

President - Katica Kosic
Vice-President - Mary Fratto
Treasurer - Kate Mulac
Assistant Treasurer - Zdenka Barun
Secretary - Janja Mulc
Assistant Secretary - SnjeZana Sego

Advisory Board
Jan Ferro
Ana Jovic
Marija Romanovic
Ruza Sumera

Hrvatska zena grana br. 1 ¢ 1929.-2019. ¢ Chicago ¢ Stranica 158



TRAVNIK TRANSPORTATION INC.
7327 Ogden Ave.
Lyons, IL 60534-1212
708-516-4746

lvo Lovrinovic¢

Cestitamo drustvu
Hrvatska Zena,
grana br. I, Chicago
na 90 godina
mukotrpnog rada za dobrobit
Hrvata u Domovini i Americi !



Hrvatskoj zeni grana br. |
Chicago od srca cestitamo
velikih 90 godina postojanja!

Vlasici Wood floor LLC
3035 Crabtree Avenue
Woodridge, IL 60517
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Our heartfelt thanks to all
who helped us over the years
by giving of their time and talent:

Od srca hvala na Vasem radu,
vremenu 1 talentu koje darivate
Drustvu Hrvatska zena
kroz mnoge godine.

Nasim fotografima:
Ivan Mlinarich
Tony Starcevié

ITvica Kuhti¢-Hrdjun

Jure Kutlesa

Ljubo Pranjié¢ za razglas
Domagoj Paraga za web stranice
Hrvatske skole grada Chicaga
za sve 1zvedbe!

Snjezana Mati¢ za darovano cvijece za proslavu 90. obljetnice

Marie Cabo, Mary Strbich, Suzi Cabo, Sandy Pudar,
Adriana Vucinié, Maria Belan-Crawford,
Kristina Mandac, Vera Cosié & Mandica Skukan
za sudjelovanje u odboru za proslavu 90. obljetnice

Posebice, velika hvala naSim
franjevcima, koji su uvijek uz nas!



Life Time
Healthy Way of Life
601 Burr Ridge Parkway
Burr Ridge, IL 60527
630-230-0011
www.lifetime.life



90 godina
nesebi¢nog rada
za dobro
hrvatskog
naroda je ponos
svih Hrvata
diljem
svijeta.
Srda¢ne
Cestitke,
Milena 1 Antun
Runac
s obitelji

Congratulations on your 90th Anniversary!

Carol . Maryann
Marasovich Saracco

Remembering a BIG Zena
+ Lillian “Giggie” Cortese



"Happy and blessed 90th Jubilee
to Croatian Woman Chicago
for spreading kindness and love
to others in need.

May God continue to bless
all you do!

With love,
Olga Puljic and family
St. BENEDICT bracelets info:
Each bracelet is handmade in
Medjugorje!
708-227-2204
Opuljic@yahoo.com

Vasa iskrena 1 velikoduSna
djela su primjer Isusove
zapovjedi - "Ljubite jedni
druge kao Sto sam ja vas
ljubio, tako 1 vi ljubite
jedni druge." Od srca
hvala 1 tople Cestitke od
obitelji Punda

#JubavMinjaSvit
#HRZena



ISKRENE CESTITKE
PRIGODOM PROSLAVE
90. OBLJETNICE

HRVATSKE ZENE GRANA
BROJ 1 CHICAGO

ZELE VAM
ZDRAVKO | LUCA SEGO

Cestitamo na 90 godina uspjesnog rada Hrvatskoj Zeni, Chicago.

Kathy Vurusi¢
Ljubica Lovrinovi¢ s drustvom
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Iskrene
Cestitke
drustvu
Hrvatska Zena
grana br. 1
Chicago
zele obitelj
Hrvojevi¢:

Zdenko,
Jadranka,
Danny,
Kristina 1
Daniela

Cestitamo na uspjesnom radu zadnjih 90 godina

1 Zelji da uz Bozju pomoc¢ nastavite.
Mike i1 Mira Bartolic



Congratulations on 90 years of success.
May God Bless you all as your work continues in the years ahead.

Ruza Bronzovi¢ and Family



Cestitamo 90. godina Hrvatskoj Zeni
grana br. 1, Chicago!

We wish continued success in your
humanitarian and volunteer work.
May the future bring joy and happiness to
all the members and recipients of this very
special organization.

Zelimo sve najbolje!

Ana & Marijana Vucic

Congratulations to Croatian Woman branch #1, Chicago on your 90th
anniversary! We wish you continued success in the future!

Ivan & Ivanka Bunti¢ and Family



Congratulations

and
Best Wishes

to

Croatian Woman

Branch #1, Chicago
on
your 90th Anniversary!

Mary & Josip KuSecek
& grandsons
Dylan & Austin

Happy 9o™ anniversary to Croatian Woman,
Branch 1, Chicago

from the Tosi¢ family!

Keep up the great work!
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Cestitamo
Hrvatska zena!

stjeromeschool.net
312-842-7668

OUR 97TH YEAR
IN SERVICE TO THE COMMUNITY!
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Iskrene Cestitke Hrvatskoj Zeni Chicago Grana Broj T
povodom Devedesete Obljetnice! Lelimo vam jos
mnogih uspijeSnih godina!

Vasi prijatelji,

Kulturno Umjetnicko Drustvo Hrvatska Bastina

Novi tlanovi su uvijek dobrodosi
Javite nam se na kudbastina@gmail.com




Best Wishes

Happy 90th Anniversary and thank you
for everything you do for people in need!
May you continue to inspire us for many

more years to come! Congratulations!

Baka Mira, Vlatka, Ella, Ivana,
Emily and Tony Puljic Mal‘y Fl'attO

Best wishes to

Croatian Woman
Branch #1 Chicago

on your 90th
jubilee!
Keep up your
good work! Congratulations
and
Your friend, Best Wishes!

Cathy Amato
Jan & Rich Ferro



5480 S. Cornell
Chicago, IL 60615
773-684-5400

Sara.kennedy@marianrealty.com

Congratualtions to Croatian
Woman branch #1, Chicago on
your diamond anniversary!

Congratulations to Croatian
Woman Branch #1, Chicago
on your 90th Anniversary!
Proud to be a member and
Vice President-Suzana Pozek
God Bless
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Modna Revija 2014-85. obljetnica
Fashion Show 2014-85th Anniversary

Hrvatska zena grana br. 1 ¢ 1929.-2019. ¢ Chicago ¢ Stranica 176



Modna Revija 2014-85. obljetnica-Fashion Show 2014-85th Anniversary
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Cyvjetnica 2015.
Palm Sunday 2015
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Cvjetnica 2015.  Palm Sunday 2015
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Modna Revija 2015.
Fashion Show 2015
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Bozi¢ni Domjenak 2015.
Christmas Party 2015
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Cvjetnica 2016.
Palm Sunday 2016
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Modna Revija 2016.
Fashion Show 2016
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Cvjetnica 2017.
Palm Sunday
2017



Modna Revija 2017. - Fashion Show 2017
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Bozi¢ni domjenak 2017.
Christmas Party 2017



KusSanje hrvatskih vina 2018.
Wine tasting 2018



Velika Gospa Chicago, 2015.-2018.
Feast of the Assumption, Chicago 2015-2018



Bitka za Vukovar 2018.
Battle for Vukovar 2018



Bitka za Vukovar 2018. - Battle for Vukovar 2018



Cvjetnica 2018.
Palm Sunday 2018



Cvjetnica 2018.
Palm Sunday 2018



Modna revija 2018.
Novi grb Hrvatske
Zene, dar Ivice
Kuhti¢a i oprostaj od
preds. Jurkovic.

% % %
Fashion Show 2018.
New Croatian
Woman coat of arms,
gift of Ivica Kuhtié¢
and farewell of pres.
Jurkovic.



Modna Revija 2018.
Fashion Show 2018



Modna Revija 2018.
Fashion Show 2018



Modna Revija 2018.
Fashion Show 2018



2018. Kicenje bozi¢nog drvca u Cook County uredu u Chicagu
2018 Tree trimming at the office of the Cook County Treasurer

2018.
Kicenje bozi¢nog drvca u Muzeju
znanosti i industrije
Tree trimming at the Museum of
Science and Industry



2018. Kicenje boZi¢nog drvca u Muzeju znanosti i industrije
Tree trimming at the Museum of Science and Industry



Bozi¢ni domjenak 2018.
Christmas Party 2018



Cvjetnica 2019.
Palm Sunday
2019



Velika Gospa Chicago 2019.
Feast of the Assumption, Chicago 2019
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Hvala

U toj jednostavoj rijeci sabrane su misli, molitve, nadanja i planovi tolikih. Nasa iskrena
hvala svim hrvatskim zupama, klubovima i organizacijama u naSoj Zajednici, kao i naSim
poslovnim partnerima i prijateljima nasega Drustva koji na razli¢ite nacine podupiru nasu
misiju.

Na osobit nac¢in hvala svima vama koji ste svojim darom pomogli tiskanje ove knjige
koja ostaje na spomen 90 godina vjernoga rada i sluZzenja Hrvatske zene, grana br. 1 Chicago.
Vjerujemo da ¢e te i1 vi prepoznati njihovu ljubav i podrzati ih.

Hvala svima vama koji ste nam se pridruzili za ovo nase veliko zahvalno slavlje i koji
ono §to su naSe osnivacice zacrtale na samome pocetku: biti ispruZzena ruka onima koji nas
trebaju.

Neka vas Bog blagoslovi i umnozi svoje darove u vama i Zivotima svih vasih!

Odbor za proslavu 90. obljetnice

Thank you

In those two simple words, the thoughts, prayers, hopes and plans of so many are united.
Our sincere thank you to all our Croatian parishes, clubs and organizations, as well as to our
business partners and friends on whom we can always rely upon to support our mission.

In a special way, thank you to all of you who by your contributions, made possible the
printing of this commemorative ad book, which will remain in memory of the 90 years of faith-
ful work and service of Croatian Woman, branch no. 1, Chicago. We believe you will always
recognize their love and support them.

Thank you to all of you who joined us for this monumental jubilee celebration and who
attended this festive gathering. With you and your support, we can continue to do what our
foundresses envisioned at the beginning: to have our hands extended out to those in need.

May God bless you and multiply His gifts within you and your loved ones!

The 90th Anniversary Commitee
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Program
Subota, 28. rujna 2019/ September 28, 2019
Croatian Cultural Center
Chicago, Illinois

Voditeljica programa/Emcee: Mrs. Snjezana Sego
Americka i hrvatska Himna/National anthems: Bravo Band
Minuta Sutnje za preminule ¢lanice drustva “Hrvatska Zena ™
i za sve koji su dali Zivote za domovinu Hrvatsku.

Moment of Silence for the Deceased Members of
Croatian Woman and our Homeland

Rije¢ 1 molitva/Reflection & prayer: Fr. Jozo Grbes, Kustos

Vecera/Dinner

Pozdravna rije¢/Remarks:
Mrs. Sanja Lakovi¢, Consul General of Croatia, Chicago
Mr. & Mrs. Piri¢, Arileo Studio, Split

Mrs. Janice Subasi¢, President of Croatian Woman Branch no. 1, Chicago

Modna revija/Fashion Show: Arileo Studio, Split

Glazba i zabava/Entertainment: Bravo Band



| Am

I am from family reunions every Sunday with the smell of palac¢inke rising over
the crying of my cousins.
I am from long car rides to Ohio just to be suffocated in millions of hugs from the
other half of my family.
I am from throbbing feet and endless kolo dancing to the beat of the tamburica,
accordions, and guitar.
I am from long nights out in the city with my friends just to buy a hat for my cat,
Hailey
I am from the constant presence of priests who eventually begin to feel more like
family rather than ordained members of the church.
[ am from trying to explain how to say my last name every year on the first day of
school and not knowing how to explain the difference between ¢ and ¢.
I am from cousins leaving for college and cousins leaving for Croatia and our
large family somehow feeling tiny with them gone.
I am from screaming at soccer players through a TV screen and screaming at my
brother through a real field.
[ am from falling from kolo lifts and laughing through my tears while my mom
braids all the girls’ hair for our performance.
[ am from tripping constantly on every surface and my family joking constantly
about that and all my hundreds of quirks.

I am from years and years of family traditions with hundreds of pala¢inke Sun-
day’s, plenty of bureks baked for soccer games and Miocic fights, and thousands
of unplanned and uninvited but still welcomed family dinners.

I am from blood related family.

I am from friends who I call family.

[ am from the ones who support me and the ones who continue to love me
through all my faults.

[ am from family.

By Amilia Radocaj

“Mia is currently 16 and a junior at Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School. She was given
an assignment in Theology class to write a poem describing what makes them happy”. Mia’s
parents are George and Lili Radocaj.

“Mia ima 16 godina i studentica je u Mother McAuley Liberal Arts High School u Chicagu. Za
zadacu su trebali napisati Sto ih ¢ini sretnim. Mia je kéer Georgea i Ljiljane Rodocaj.



